
by Jessica stockdale

On Tuesday, Aug. 26, the BAYarts campus 
celebrated the groundbreaking for the 
Karen Ryel Center for Ceramic Arts 

and Education. 
Ryel, who had always been passionate 

about pottery, passed away on her 60th birth-
day in November of 2010. She was a devoted 
mother, grandmother, and student of BAYarts. 

Gallery Director Eileen Stockdale spoke 
fondly of what Ryel brought to the campus. 
“She was so generous. And she made beauti-
ful things. We had delightful conversations 
because her mother-in-law and my mother 
were friends.”

Ryel had a connection to nearly everyone 
on the BAYarts campus, by virtue of being 
such a friendly spirit. Many of the current pottery students at 

BAYarts knew Ryel very well. But you can see 
how deep the admiration for Ryel goes when 
you see the deference that those who didn’t 
know her have for her. Faculty member and 
artist Jessica Ramage had a somber, humble 
smile as she explained that she’d sadly missed 

out on knowing Ryel by just a few months. 
With such a sweet nature, it makes sense that a studio in 

her honor should be built. Enter: Gretchen and Brian Colleran. 
Gretchen and her daughter share a love of art that was brought to 
them by Gretchen’s mother, Karen. And with a new ceramics studio, 
they and many other students will get to work in a new, productive 
environment as they create their art. 

VOLUME 6 • ISSUE 18  |  The Community Newspaper Powered by the Citizens of Westlake and Bay Village  |  SEptEMbEr 3, 2014

FREE
FREE TO READ!
FREE TO WRITE!
submit your story
online by sept. 12

at wbvobserver.com

BAYarts holds groundbreaking for new ceramics studio

Westlake BOE 
introduces new 
superintendent

 » see BaYaRts page 2
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an artist's rendering of the karen Ryel ceramics studio at BaYarts.

by dennY Wendell

Geoffrey Palmer, the interim 
superintendent of the West-
lake Schools for this school 

year, was introduced to the commu-
nity at a reception at Dover Inter-
mediate School prior to the board 
of education meeting on Aug. 25.

Westlake school board Presi-
dent Carol Winter announced 
Palmer by saying, “He is here to 
do wonderful things for Westlake. 
One of the things that struck us as 
a board when he interviewed, was 
that he made it clear that he wasn’t 
looking at this as an interim posi-
tion, even if it was for 12 months. 
He was looking at making Westlake 
the best Westlake city schools in 
the time that he is here. Anytime 
you bring new folks into a district 
we bring fresh eyes to the district 
and that’s a great thing.”   

superintendent Geoffrey Palmer

 » see suPeRintendent page 2

 » see councilmen page 4

by taRa Wendell

An attentive crowd of more 
than 100 Bay Village residents 
endured heat, humidity and 

an intense summer storm Aug. 26 to 
hear their city council representa-
tives share the latest updates about 
their neighborhoods. Ward 1 Coun-
cilman Dave Tadych and Ward 4 
Councilman Tom Henderson spoke 
at the Community House for nearly 
two hours about myriad topics 
including development, taxes, rec-
reation and those pesky deer.

While they each presented 
their own ward updates, both coun-
cilmen commented together on 
the issues that affect both of their 
wards, or the city as a whole.

by Joanne clancY

St. Ladislas Parish on 
Bassett Road in West-
lake celebrated its 

40th anniversary this year 
with a variety of special ser-
vice and community events 
including: family dinners 
at Ames Family Hospice, 
special donations to area 
community centers, parish 
dinner dance, Cleveland Art 

Museum tour and program, 
community service proj-
ects in Westlake Schools, 
Parish Art Fest, Celebra-
tion of Marriage, pancake 
breakfast, ice cream social, 
video programs on Catholi-
cism, anniversary year fun-
draiser, Arlington Cemetery 
program, and ending with 
an Anniversary Mass and 
Parish picnic on Aug. 17.

St. Ladislas Parish 
picnic celebrates 
40th anniversary

Richard and lindsay Gorski with natalie, lauren, andrew, and 
anthony ham it up for the camera at st. lad’s aug. 17 picnic.  » see st. lad’s page 8
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Bay councilmen 
host meeting

On your marks, get set … celebrate!

Westlake mayor dennis clough, second from left, joins runners and walkers of all ages at the start of the 5k run/walk 
during the 24th annual celebrate Westlake event on aug. 30. see more photos on page 19.
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by PatRick mcGannon

Any given day during the late 
spring, summer and fall, at least 
one Northern Tier bike route trav-

eler is likely to pedal along Lake Road in 
Bay Village, as part of a cross-country 
bike trip. Some travel alone, but others 
travel in groups. Some can be seen towing 
small trailers, yet others may only have 
small backpacks or a pair of pannier bags 
hanging from the back of the bikes. Some 
are from the U.S. and others come from 
across the globe. Each is on an adventure 
of a lifetime.

The Northern Tier trail crosses the 
northern-most part of our country, 
stretching from Bar Harbor, Maine, to 
Anacortes, Wash., just north of Seattle. 
It covers 4,264.5 miles of road. No offi-
cial count of cross-country bikers exists, 
but according to Melissa Thompson, a 
cartographer at the Adventure Cycling 
Association, 266 maps of the Indiana, 
Ohio and New York section of the North-

ern Tier were sold last year by her orga-
nization.

The Adventure Cycling Association 
is a nonprofit whose mission is to inspire 
people to travel by bicycle. It research-
es and produces maps for the largest 
cycling network in the world, cover-
ing over 42,180 miles of cycling routes 
within the U.S. Melissa estimates that 
many of those buying maps are going 
to bike the route, but she said groups 
often share maps and others use digi-
tal maps, so the number of riders is 
likely even higher. It is safe to say that 
more than 250 cross-country travel-
ers bike through Bay each year.

Riders often camp in parks along 
the way and rarely carry much food 

because the weight would 
slow them down. Instead, 
they tend to eat at restaurants 
and gas stations along the 
route. On Wednesday, Aug. 
27, around 5 p.m., I gained the 
courage to flag down a lone 
Northern Tier biker near the 
western border of Bay.

During our brief conver-
sation, I discovered that he 
was from Tokyo, Japan, and 
had started in New York City, 
but cut north to the Northern 
Tier somewhere in New York 
state. He planned on camping 
in Sandusky that night. Ulti-
mately, he planned on biking 
to Anacortes and from there 
continuing south along the 
Pacific Coast to Los Angeles, 
Calif., where his bike adven-
ture will end.

If you get the chance, be 
sure to welcome one of these 
amazing world travelers and 
take the time to hear their 
story. Even if you don’t get to 
talk to them, respect them on 
the road. Give them, at mini-

mum, the legally-required 3 feet of space 
when passing in your automobile. Their 
impression of our city and region may be 
solely based on how all of us auto drivers 
treat them as they pedal through. 

Citizens participate 
in writing, editing, 

photographing and delivering this newspaper. 
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Ohio School Boards Association
MediA HOnOr rOll 2013

WINNER of the

for Excellence in Educational Reporting

BAYARTS from front page
In attendance for the event were State Rep. Nan 

Baker, Mayor Debbie Sutherland and Cleveland 
Metroparks Director Brian Zimmerman. BAYarts staff 
and faculty, the core group of adult pottery students, 
board members and more added their faces to the 
collection of people who stood behind the Hunting-
ton House to see the spot that is being turned into 
the studio. 

The current pottery studio space is old – a dank, 
mostly windowless area in the basement of the histor-
ic home. It was never a question of whether BAYarts 
needed a new studio. After her mother passed away, 
Gretchen Colleran and her husband, Brian, stepped 
forward to say they’d like to help be the driving force 
to make that happen in honor of Ryel. 

Ceramics Director Moira Beale spoke at the 
groundbreaking of what a devoted and kind soul Ryel 
had. “I can’t think of another person more deserving 
of having the studio named after her.”

The intimate affair was an uplifting celebration 
that illustrated how strong remembrances of beauti-
ful people can be made into ever-present reminders 
of how the arts can bond people in remarkable ways.

Classes for the Karen Ryel Studio are expected to 
open in winter 2015. 

Palmer comes to the district after previously heading the 
West Geauga schools for two years and before that he was 
superintendent of the Hopewell-Loudan district for nine years.

Palmer was enthusiastic in his remarks to the audience, 
who came out to meet the new superintendent and tour the 
new intermediate school – in the renovated former home of 

Lee Burneson Middle School.
“I’m really humbled to be here, it is a tremendous school 

district. The opportunity to become a part of this team and to 
keep moving things forward is one that I’m very honored to 
have. The team that I’m with has been outstanding, but at the 
same time, the people in the community have really made it 
a smooth transition. I’m really looking forward at becoming 
part of the community and doing the best for our kids. I’m 
very excited.” 

SupERInTEnDEnT from front page

Greenisland 
Irish Restaurant & Pub
Warm, friendly atmosphere
Great food, Irish beer on tap
Open at 11:30am Mon.-Sat.
25517 Eaton Way (off Columbia Rd.)  
Bay Village   •   440-250-9086
Proud to be part of the Bay Village community

northern 
tier brings 
cross-country 
adventurers 
through Bay

this cross-country rider from tokyo, Japan, 
poses for a picture on lake Road near 
the western border of Bay on aug. 27. He 
estimates it will take him two months to bike 
to los angeles. 
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cleveland metroparks director Brian Zimmerman, Bay Village mayor 
deborah sutherland, BaYarts executive director nancy Heaton, 
BaYarts ceramics director moira Beale and state Rep. nan Baker 
take part in the aug. 26 ceramics studio groundbreaking ceremony.

Love bikes? Learn about 
the Village Bicycle 
Cooperative at the 

Bay CareS FaLL FeST 
Oct. 4 at Bay Library.



Join in at www.wbvobserver.com

                                                                                                                    WEStLAkE | bAy VILLAGE ObSErVEr • 3 SEptEMbEr 2014 3

Your Birth,
          Your Way

a t  S t .  John  Med ica l  Center

S T J O H N M E D I C A L C E N T E R . N E T

The birth of a baby is a precious time and a joyous event, and our Family Birth 
Center is here to guide and support new mothers every step of the way. 
With our “Your Birth, Your Way” program, we offer options plus a healthy dose 
of pampering to make this a wonderful and personalized experience for you, 
your baby and your family. 

From a traditional delivery to a natural birth in our Holistic Birthing Center, we 
offer a variety of choices combined with comprehensive, compassionate care. 

Whatever you choose, you can be assured that you and your newborn will be 
cared for by an experienced, caring team of obstetricians, midwives, pediatricians 
and nurses who always keep your safety and comfort in mind. For a tour of our 
Family Birth Center call 440-827-5093 or for a copy of our “Your Birth, Your Way” 
brochure, call 440-827-5148.

Consumer reports health care recognition for 
quality excellence:

  

Follow Us!



More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com   

4   WEStLAkE | bAy VILLAGE ObSErVEr • 3 SEptEMbEr 2014                                                                       

by katie ciRincione, age 13

How many times have you been to the library 
this summer? Twice? Three times? None? This 
summer my mom, my 12-year-old brother 

Andrew, my 9-year-old sister Tina and I visited all 28 
Cuyahoga County Public Library branches.

We started the journey with the Middleburg 
Heights Branch on June 17 and finished it with the 
MetroHealth Branch on Aug. 20. At every branch, we 

explored, took a picture, and talked to a librarian.
All the libraries were so unique. The South Euclid-

Lyndhurst Branch was in an old mansion, the Metro-
Health Branch was in a hospital, and the Richmond 
Heights Branch was inside a shopping plaza! The 

librarians also shared interesting facts 
with us if we asked about a branch.

We live in Westlake, and a lot of 
the libraries were pretty far away, 
such as the Gates Mills Library 
Branch, which was 38.1 miles away. To 
be more efficient, we went to multiple 
libraries in one trip. The most librar-
ies we went to in one day was five!

About halfway through the 
summer, my mom submitted an 
article about what we were doing to 
the Cuyahoga County Public Library 
headquarters. They published it in 
their staff newsletter, and sometimes 
we would meet people who had heard 
of us over 20 miles away! It felt like we 
were celebrities!

My favorite part of this adven-
ture was getting to see all the special 
things about each library and learn-
ing facts about each branch from the 
librarians. I had a lot of fun on this 
project and learning more about the 
county I live in. 

See this story on wbvobserver.
com for an image gallery of the Cirin-
cione family’s tour of all 28 Cuyahoga 
County Public Library branches.

Westlake family visits 28 local libraries over summer

one of their favorite stops on the libraries tour was the 
south euclid-lyndhurst branch, which is currently housed 
in the telling mansion on mayfield Road. the branch will 
move to a new facility on Green Road in 2015.

the cirincione family – tina, katie, mom Jennifer and 
andrew – visited all 28 cuyahoga county Public library 
branches over the summer. they are pictured here in the 
Warrensville Heights branch.
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One hot-button topic brought up 
by Councilman Tadych was the attached 
residence district legislation, or “Chapter 
1158” of the city’s code. Currently Bay has 
attached residences in Cashelmara and 
Bay Commons. They are a permitted use 
in retail and commercial zones, although 
none have been built in these zones. Any 
other development within the city would 
require 5 acres and a zoning change. 

Tadych chaired council's Planning, 
Zoning, Public Buildings and Grounds 
Committee when revisions to the chapter 
were studied in 2008. No action was taken 
at that time and the matter is being dis-
cussed again in the same committee, now 
chaired by Ward 3 Council Representative 
Karen Lieske. 

Tadych urged those in attendance to 
follow the conversation when it resumes 
after council’s summer recess. “Residents 
must let us know what they think of these 
somewhat loosened [proposed] require-
ments and if they believe their neighbor-
hoods – or for that matter, Bay Village 
itself – might be adversely affected,” 
Tadych said. “It’s your city, and certainly 
your very neighborhood, that may be 
changed.”

Councilman Henderson, address-
ing the topic later from a free-market 
standpoint, felt that attached residences 
may appeal to older and younger genera-
tions alike who don’t want the burden of 
upkeep that comes with home owner-
ship. “We’re really walking a fine line on 
some of these issues with regard to the 
government versus the private sector,” 
Henderson said. “We need to make sure 
we protect our community, but we also 
don’t want to create so much red tape 

that people can’t do what’s right for the 
community.”

On a lighter note, Tadych said that 
council is considering a proposal to 
install drop microphones in council 
chambers and the conference room 
to amplify speakers’ voices and aid in 
transcription. The Bay Village League 
of Women Voters has offered financial 
assistance.  

He reminded the audience that fall 
leaf collection begins Oct. 24 and leaves 
should be raked to the tree lawn, not into 
the street. He also encouraged residents 
to take advantage of a program in which 
the city, for a fee, will plant trees in their 
tree lawns or in memory of a loved one. “I 
believe trees make Bay what it is and for 
our future we need to maintain, protect 
and grow,” Tadych said.

Councilman Henderson spent the 
bulk of his time at the podium discuss-
ing city finances. Henderson holds an 
MBA in finance and made it a priority 
after being elected in November to pore 
over the numbers and get up to speed on 
municipal financing. Both he and Coun-
cilman Tadych serve on council’s Finance 
and Claims Committee. 

Henderson was optimistic about 
what he found, notably a slight rise in 
income tax revenue over this time last 
year, something he attributed to resi-
dents’ wages going up.

“Overall I would say that the city is 
in a stable financial position,” Henderson 
said. “The budget is tight but workable 
and I’m encouraged by the upswing in 
our income tax revenue because … that 
means that the people of Bay Village are 
finding well-paying jobs.”

Henderson admitted that the 
number-crunching had a sobering 
effect on his enthusiasm for a city rec-
reation center, something he discussed 

with residents along the campaign trail. 
He found that rec centers are often 
not “operationally profitable,” and no 
longer feels Bay should go it alone in 
constructing a new facility. Henderson 
stated his current opinion is to revisit 
the conversation in 2022 after the pool 
bond has been paid off, and to consider 
partnering with Avon Lake.

Two other topics that residents in 
Ward 4, and citywide, have voiced con-
cern over are the Bradley Bay expansion 
and deer culling. Henderson said that he 
spoke with John O’Neill, whose family 
owns the nursing and assisted living facil-
ity on Bradley Road, and was told that 
construction on the memory unit will 
begin this year, with completion expected 
within 12 months.

Henderson and Tadych attended the 
recent Avon Lake City Council meeting 
during which an ordinance was passed 
allowing residents with permits to use 
a bow and arrow from a tree stand to 
kill deer on their property. Bay council’s 
Walker Road Park Ad Hoc Committee, 
comprised of Henderson, Tadych and 
Councilman-at-large Dwight Clark, will 
soon meet with Avon Lake representa-

tives to determine if culling should be 
permitted at the jointly owned Walker 
Road Park.

“I acknowledge all of the issues … 
with regard to deer population,” said 
Henderson. “However I want to be sure 
that if we do this, we do it in a very safe 
way. I want to make sure that we incorpo-
rate expert opinion from our safety forces 
… [and] that we have the right people 
around the table to make sure we do this 
safely and correctly.”

The floor was then opened to audi-
ence questions, which ranged from the 
new biking ordinance to the potential of 
townhouse development to crosswalks.

The biggest applause of the evening 
came in response to a resident’s question 
about landscaping trucks parked on Lake 
and Wolf roads, impeding the flow of traf-
fic. Councilman Tadych empathized, but 
explained that landscaping companies 
have been given permission from the city 
to park on the streets as long as they have 
cones out.

Ward 2 Councilman Paul Vincent 
and Ward 3 Council Representative Karen 
Lieske are planning a joint meeting early 
this fall and more details will follow. 

COunCILMEn        
from front page

Ward 1 councilman dave tadych and Ward 4 councilman tom Henderson 
respond to residents’ questions during the aug. 26 meeting.
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by kRistin BRoka

The Westshore Campus of Cuyahoga Community College will extend its “Year of the Brain” lecture 
series into fall semester given the success of the free program last year.

The educational series features brown bag lunch discussions at Westshore Campus and 
Corporate College West, both in Westlake, plus a pair of interactive evening lectures focusing on a 
variety of brain-related topics.

“Since the inaugural year attracted so much interest and the theme has so many fascinating topics, 
our faculty decided to continue to offer these informative and free lectures to our community,” said 
Robert Searson, dean of academic affairs at Westshore Campus.

The series is based on the Charlie Rose Brain Series on PBS, which explores the final frontier of 
neuroscience research while examining current advances in brain science.

Topics, times and dates are as follows:
•	 “the disordered Brain”: Wednesday, Sept. 10, 1 -2 p.m., at Westshore Campus, Room 131
•	 “Parkinson’s and Huntington’s”: Wednesday, Sept. 24, 1-2 p.m., at Corporate College West, 

Room 109
•	 “Multiple Sclerosis”: Wednesday, Oct. 8, 1-2 p.m., at Westshore Campus, Room 131
•	 “Alzheimer’s”: Wednesday, Oct. 22, 1-2 p.m., at Corporate College West, Room 109
•	 “Pain”: Wednesday, Nov. 5, 1-2 p.m., at Westshore Campus, Room 131
•	 “Agnosias”: Wednesday, Nov. 19, 1-2 p.m., at Corporate College West, Room 109
A pair of evening lectures will include panel discussions with subject experts, interactive activities, 

games and demonstrations.
Evening lecture topics, times and dates are as follows:
•	 “the Addicted Brain”: Wednesday, Sept. 17, 7-8:30 p.m., in the Westshore Campus Atrium
•	 “the Aging Brain”: Wednesday, Oct. 29, 7-8:30 p.m., in the Westshore Campus Atrium
All of the events are free and open to the public, with no reservations required. The Westshore 

Campus is at 31001 Clemens Road in Westlake; Corporate College West is at 25425 Center Ridge Road 
in Westlake. For additional information, visit www.tri-c.edu/YearoftheBrain. 

by Jeff BinG

It’s funny how sports fans view profes-
sional athletes. Somehow, we have devel-
oped this notion that our beloved ath-

letes will get better as they age – much like 
fine wine, but considerably more expensive 
– and then “peak” before starting to decline. 
The Indians’ Michael Brantley is an excel-
lent example of this “Bell Curve” philosophy: 
He’s improved steadily over the past several 
years and at age 27, does not appear to have 
peaked as of yet. But unfortunately, he’s an 
exception to the rule.

In the real world – the working world 
of you and I – we go to our jobs, and try 
to do well with the expectation that if we 
do, we’ll be rewarded – usually financially 
– by our employer. Imagine how good 
life would be if our employer rewarded 
us ahead of time, based not on past per-
formance but on what we might accom-
plish in the future. That’s how it works 
in sports.

There are far more misses than hits 
in professional sports. Of course, if you’re 
a Cleveland sports fan, you’re already 
painfully aware of that. Let’s look at a 
couple of recently deposed “misses” of 
the Indians.

In 2006, the Indians acquired 
Asdrubal Cabrera from Seattle for the 
immortal Edwardo Perez. He was pro-
moted to the big league club mid-season 
2007 and helped ignite the Tribe in its 
run to a division championship. I loved 
the guy; he could run, hit, and played a 
very solid defense. By 2009, he was a vital 
part of the franchise; a “cornerstone”, if 
you will. Then something happened to 
Cabrera, probably on the way to the bank.

Under Manny Acta, in 2011 and 
2012, Cabrera still played with fire and 

enthusiasm – enough to make the All-Star 
team each year, but tailed off drastically 
after the All-Star Game. He began to get 
hurt a lot; his range disappeared, along 
with his enthusiasm. I wanted to unload 
him in 2012 after it became obvious – to 
me, anyway – that for whatever reason, 
Asdrubal just wasn’t into it as much as 
he used to be. He’d peaked early in his 
career, but I don’t think it had anything to 
do with physical skills as much as it had 
to do with his mindset. In the Indians’ 
defense, that’s hard to foresee.

The major player the Indians 
received in the Victor Martinez trade of 
2009 was Justin Masterson (although we 
also received Nick Hagadone, too). The 
Indians, from day one, hoped he’d be the 
mainstay of the pitching staff. I always 
harbored some doubt about Masterson 
for one reason, and it had nothing to do 
with his physical tools, which were (and 
still are) many.

His attitude, an “Aw shucks, we’ll get 
‘em next time” approach, isn’t consistent 
with the most successful pitchers in base-
ball. You need that hunger, that win-at-
all-costs mentality, to be really good, and 
that’s why Masterson will never make it 
big, in my estimation. In the big leagues, 
you need to really want it – and I never 
saw it with him.

Perhaps that’s why the Indians hesi-
tated in giving him the $15 million/year 
for three years – they saw the same thing. 
His career record of 48-61 with the Tribe 
may also have had something to do with 
it.

So, it’s safe to say the Bell Curve 
assumption in sports is never a sure 
thing.

For both Masterson and Cabrera, the 
Bell rang prematurely. 

SpOrtInG VIEWS

A tale of two cornerstones
by sHaRon fedoR

How long would it take 
to light a candle for an 
intention dear to your 

heart? How long to find yourself 
stepping away from the hustle 
and the bustle, the to-do lists, the 
“I’ve got to get this done today” 
mindset? Maybe five minutes? Yet 
... a lot can be accomplished in 
five minutes.

Sept. 11, 2014, World Day of 
Prayer, is set apart from others as 
a day of prayer, reflection, connec-
tion, and inner and outer peace. 
A day that new harmony fills the 
earth to wash away previous dis-
cord. In the Unity movement, it is a 
dedicated day of reflection, sitting 
in the serenity of silence, remov-
ing the barriers that surround your 
heart to connect with the glow of a 
candle, or the stranger next to you. 
This years’ theme is “Let your light 
shine.”

Letting our light shine calls for 
self-acceptance, self-love, compas-
sion and understanding. Without 
these your light would be just a 
flicker, struggling through self put-
downs until it matures and blos-
soms into self-love. Light a candle 
for yourself, or someone you love or 
have loved, or for the world to be a 
better place.

Unity Spiritual Center, 23855 
Detroit Road, will hold a prayer 
vigil starting at 7 a.m. and lasting 
until 6 p.m., with the Daily Word 
read every half-hour. Daily Word 
gives us a snapshot of scripture to 
take into our daily lives and put into 

practice. It offers an explanation of 
Scripture that is down to earth, and 
easily understood. It allows people 
of all faiths to foster and live from 
positive attitudes to enjoy healthy 
and prosperous lives.

There will be a central table 
for everyone to access with Bible 
passages, prayers with the Twelve 
Powers, written personal prayer 
requests, and forms to request 
prayers for yourself. Sit in silence, 
feel and enjoy the calm sweep over 
you, come away from the stress of 
the world.

From 6-6:45 p.m. there will 
be an outdoor labyrinth walk with 
Eileen. Let nature whisper sweet 
things to you, as you walk and 
listen.

At 7 p.m., Service in the Hall 
begins. There will be positive 
prayer, sacred music, meditation 
and personal readings of the Twelve 
Powers.

The power of prayer reaches 
far beyond any earthly power to 
bring harmony and comfort to situ-
ations that might seem hopeless to 
mortal man. Come join the single-
mindedness of prayer as Unity of 
Westlake celebrates World Day of 
Prayer, along with Unity Worldwide 
Ministries.

Let your light shine like a single 
candle glows so that its warmth and 
radiance may be a gift to others, 
and the world shall relish your light 
so unique, and Spirit shall blend 
it with others to mend the world. 
The world needs your radiance on 
Sept. 11, and always. Let your light 
shine!  

Light a single candle
faith & spirituality

Tri-C’s educational lecture series in Westlake continues
health & wellness

Tri-C Westshore’s free lecture series, “The Year of the 
Brain,” will offer the first of two evening lectures on 
Wednesday, Sept. 17, 7 p.m., with an investigation 

into issues of addiction.
The program on “The Addicted Brain” features Dr. Ste-

phen Sroka and Robert Garrity. The lecture is free and open 
to the public, with no reservation required. The event will 
take place in the Westshore Campus Atrium, 31001 Clemens 
Road in Westlake.

Sroka is a professor, author and consultant who has 
worked in schools around the world over the past three 
decades. He integrates cutting-edge research with realistic 
strategies for dealing with addiction.

Garrity is a pharmacist, attorney and licensed drug 
and alcohol counselor who will share his personal story of 
addiction.

The program is part of an education series on brain-
related topics taking place this year at Westshore Campus. 
The series includes brown bag lunch discussions and inter-
active evening lectures.

For more information on this event, contact Bhavna 
Thakkar at 216-987-5803. Visit www.tri-c.edu/YearOfThe-
Brain to learn more about the series of programs. 

Addiction the subject of 
Sept. 17 lecture
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by elaine Willis

Wednesday, Sept. 3 (1-2:30 p.m.) 
cuYaHoGa West GenealoGical soci-
etY – Please stop by for free genealogy help!

Wednesday, Sept. 3 (4-5:30 p.m.) BoW 
WoW! Read to uncle cHoW cHoW! 
– Stop by the Youth Services Department 
each Wednesday and sign your child up for 
a 10-minute reading time with Uncle Chow 
Chow, our reading dog! Bring your own book 
or choose one of ours. Registration begins each 
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Sept. 3 (7-8:45 p.m.) cleVe-
land ciVil WaR RoundtaBle – Join us 
for a discussion of the generalship of Ulysses 
S. Grant.

Friday, Sept. 5 (10-11 a.m., 11:30 a.m.-12:30 
p.m., OR 1-2 p.m.) connectinG foR kids 
“teacH me to PlaY” – Experts from the 
Cuyahoga Board of Developmental Disabili-
ties will lead this playgroup for children 3-6 
years (siblings welcome). Its focus is teaching 
parents how to help their children engage in 
play and interact with peers, and positively 
discipline through hands-on modeling tech-
niques. Caregiver must stay in the room. You 
must RSVP for the playgroup by calling 440-
250-5563. Space is limited.

Saturday, Sept. 6 (2-3 p.m.) sPoons! – 
Learn to use spoons in a whole new way. Join 
us as we read the story “Spoon,” play Spoons, 
and make Spoon puppets and maracas. Ages 
4-6. Please register.

Sunday, Sept. 7 (2-4 p.m.) cHess cluB – 
Hone your chess skills (or learn how to play the 
game) through WPPL’s new Chess Club. The 
club is recommended for kids ages 6+, but all 
ages are welcome to attend. If you have a chess 
set, please bring it.

Monday, Sept. 8 (3:45-5:30 p.m.) teen 
lounGe – Need a place to hang out after 
school? Come to WPPL’s Teen Lounge on 
Monday afternoons! We’ve got computers, 
video games, board games, snacks and more! 
Grades 7-12.

Tuesday, Sept. 9 (10 a.m.-noon) caReeR 
tRansition centeR: imPRoVinG inteR-
VieWinG skills – Preparation is the essen-
tial ingredient for a successful job interview. It 
starts with research to be sure the job is right 
for you, learning as much as possible about 
the company and the job, and then prepar-
ing to answer difficult and probing questions. 
Learn how to discover what the employer 
needs so your answers will differentiate you 
from other candidates.

Tuesday, Sept. 9 (7-8 p.m.) successful 
studY HaBits – Make sure you get great grades 
this year and learn all about effective study habits 

with the help of Sylvan Learning Center. Open to 
teens in grades 7-12 and parents!

Tuesday, Sept. 9 (7 p.m.) tuesdaY eVe-
ninG Book discussion – In September 
we’ll discuss “The Yellow Birds” by Kevin 
Powers.

Tuesday, Sept. 9 (7-8 p.m.) HoW to caP-
tuRe incRediBle imaGes WitH YouR 
iPHone – Internationally award-winning pho-
tographer Ted Linczak of Linczak Photography 
will discuss the photographic fundamentals 
behind capturing quality images with your 
iPhone. Please register.

Wednesday, Sept. 10 (10:15 & 11 a.m.) let’s 
sinG and dance! – Sing and move to the 
music with Miss Nancy! For children ages 2-6 
with a caregiver. Please arrive early to receive 
a ticket at the Preschool Desk.

Wednesday, Sept. 10 (4-5:30 p.m.) BoW 
WoW! Read to uncle cHoW cHoW! 
– Stop by the Youth Services Department 
each Wednesday and sign your child up for 
a 10-minute reading time with Uncle Chow 
Chow, our reading dog! Bring your own book 
or choose one of ours. Registration begins each 
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.

Thursday, Sept. 11 (1-7 p.m.) ameRican 
Red cRoss BloodmoBile

Thursday, Sept. 11 (7 p.m.) non-fiction 
Book discussion – The September selec-
tion is “Behind the Beautiful Forevers: Life, 
Death and Hope in a Mumbai Undercity” by 
Katherine Boo.

Friday, Sept. 12 (10-10:45 a.m.) come PlaY 
WitH me! – Open playtime with age-appropri-
ate toys. Teaches sharing and socialization. For 
children ages 2-5 with a caring adult. Siblings 
welcome! Registration begins Sept. 5.

Friday, Sept. 12 (10:30-11:30 a.m.) iPad 
useRs GRouP – Listen to a 15-minute iPad 
topic on Wi-Fi and General Settings and then 
talk and share tips with other iPad users. Must 
bring your iPad with you. Registration required.

Friday, Sept. 12 (1-2:30 p.m.) fantastic 
fRidaYs foR HomescHooleRs – Call-
ing all homeschoolers! We are beginning our 
homeschool Fridays with a primer on using 
the library catalog and a tour of the library. We 
will also discuss our activities for the next 9 
months. Ages 6-9. Registration begins Sept. 5.

Saturday, Sept. 13 (10:30-11:30 a.m.) Poke-
mon leaGue – Bring your cards and accesso-
ries for a fun morning of play! For kids ages 6-12 
only. Please, no younger siblings. Registration 
begins Sept. 6.

Saturday, Sept. 13 (10:30-11:30 a.m.) sen-
soRY stoRYtime – Join us for a storytime for 
children with special needs and their parents/

caregivers. The program includes interactive 
stories, rhymes, songs and movement activi-
ties, followed by 30 minutes of play. Content is 
geared to ages 3-7. Please call with questions 
or to register.

Saturday, Sept. 13 (2-3 p.m.) JunioR BRick 
BuildeRs! – Let’s build with Duplos! Bring 
your imagination and we’ll provide the bricks. 
Ages 3-6 only.

Sunday, Sept. 14 (2-3:30 p.m.) BoRedom 
BusteRs! – Board games, crafts, puzzles and 
more! All ages welcome. In accordance with 
library policy, children under age 9 must be 
accompanied by an adult.

Sunday, Sept. 14 (2-4 p.m.) cHess cluB 
– Hone your chess skills (or learn how to play 
the game) through WPPL’s new Chess Club. The 
club is recommended for kids ages 6+, but all 
ages are welcome to attend. If you have a chess 
set, please bring it.

Sunday, Sept. 14 (6:30-7:30 p.m.) meet-
uPs – Interactive games and activities for 
socialization and play among children with 
special needs ages 6-11 with their caregivers. 
Registration begins Sept. 7.

Monday, Sept. 15 (3:45-5:30 p.m.) teen 
lounGe – Need a place to hang out after 
school? Come to WPPL’s Teen Lounge on 
Monday afternoons! We’ve got computers, 
video games, board games, snacks and more! 
Grades 7-12.

Monday, Sept. 15 (7-8:30 p.m.) inVestoRs’ 
inteRest GRouP – Assembling Your Private 
Bank: Leveraging Self-Directed IRAs. What is a 
self-directed IRA/401(K)? Learn how you can 
divest from Wall Street and invest in your local 
community while reducing ordinary income 
taxes and capital gains using the seven tools 
afforded to us by the federal government. Pre-
sented by Equity Trust of Westlake. Please register.

Monday, Sept. 15 (7-8 p.m.) 3d PoP-uP 
Books – Build your own pop-up book to 
become author and illustrator of stories 
straight from your imagination! Grades 3-5. 
Registration begins Sept. 8.

Tuesday, Sept. 16 (10 a.m.-noon) caReeR 
tRansition centeR: linkedin foR JoB 
seaRcH – Learn techniques to better utilize 
this growing social media tool to help you meet 
people who can assist your search and find 
companies that are hiring and fit the require-
ments for your future position. Not all social 
media is alike and this one offers many perks 
for users. Job seekers in almost all fields need 
to have a LinkedIn profile to be considered for 
an interview. We explain how to do that with 
quality.

Tuesday, Sept. 16 (6:30-8:30 p.m.) Get-
tinG into colleGe: undeRstandinG 
tHe sat/act and colleGe admissions 
PRocess – Learn what students and parents 
need to know about the SAT/ACT tests and col-
lege admissions! Open to both teens in grades 
7-12 and their parents!

to register for any of the programs, please 
call 440-871-2600 or visit signup.westlake-
library.org:8080. 

westlake porter public library

upcoming events                               
at Westlake porter public Library

Every parent wants their child to succeed, and one 
of the simplest ways you can ensure your kinder-
gartner’s academic success is by making a trip 

to the library. There’s no better time than September, 
which is Library Card Sign-up Month, a month in which 
Westlake Porter Public Library joins with public libraries 

nationwide to make sure that every student has the most 
import school supply of all – a library card. With that in 
mind, the library is offering special prizes to encourage 
parents to get their kindergartners library cards, and 
informing customers of all the ways they can use their 
library cards.

Under the library’s Get Your Kindergartner a Library 
Card program, kindergartners whose parents get them 
signed up for a WPPL library card during September and 
show that card to a member of the Youth Services staff will 
be able to choose a reward. Kindergartners who already 
have library cards will also be eligible for rewards. Prizes 
will ONLY be available in September.

In addition to the kindergarten program, the library 
is celebrating Library Card Sign-up Month with its “30 
Days/30 Ways to Use Your Library” effort. Each day of the 
month the library will share a different way to use your 
library card at Westlake Porter Public Library via social 
media and in-house signage. To find out about the myriad 
educational – and fun – things you can access with your 
library card, follow the library on Twitter (WestlakePorter) 
or Facebook (WestlakePorterPublicLibrary).

Don’t have a library card? For more information on 
how to sign up for one, visit Westlake Porter Public Library 
in person at 27333 Center Ridge Road or visit the library 
online at www.westlakelibrary.org. 

help your kindergartner 
succeed in school  – 
with a library card

Westlake Porter 
Public Library is 
offering cardhold-

ers new learning options 
through lynda.com. Lynda.
com is an online training 
center that offers courses 
and videos that help anyone 
learn business, software, 
technology and creative 
skills to help them achieve 
their personal and profes-
sional goals. It is accessible 
inside the library only on 
either its computers or your 
own notebook computer.

Lynda.com offers a 
video library of top-quality 
courses taught by experts 
and covering all of the latest 
trends in programs or soft-
ware, including:

•	 3D and Animation
•	 Audio and Music
•	 Business
•	 CAD
•	 Design
•	 Developer
•	 Education
•	 Marketing
•	 Photography
•	 Video
•	 Web
Courses cover all levels 

of expertise, from begin-
ner to advanced. All users 
receive documentation 
upon course completion, 
allowing users to provide 
verification to employers 
where needed. Courses fit 
any schedule, from 15 min-
utes to 15 hours.

To access lynda.com 
at the library, log into the 
library’s website – www.
westlakelibrary.org – and 
click on “Research Resourc-
es” on the menu bar at the 
top of the page. Click on 
“L” in the alphabetical list 
of databases, then click on 
Lynda.com. Find a topic and 
start learning!

For more information 
about lynda.com, please 
call the library at 440-871-
2600. 

Porter Library 
offers new 
learning 
options with 
lynda.com
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Join the Observer
the Observer is open to all bay Village and Westlake residents who want 

to participate in sharing positive news. It’s fun, easy and free to become an 
Observer. Visit our website at wbvobserver.com and click on Member Center 

to sign up and be a part of this growing community project! 
Questions? Contact us at 440-409-0114 or staff@wbvobserver.com.

CIA’s Continuing Education program includes a wide range of 
courses for adults and children in art and design taught by 
accomplished faculty, in a dynamic, friendly and well-equipped 
learning environment.  

View course listings and learn more at
cia.edu/continuinged

Do what 
you love

Register today! 
Fall classes begin Sep 22

Cleveland Institute of Art
Creativity Matters

fireworks fundraiser winners enjoy Indians game, boat ride

by eRic eakin

Silvia Meneghetti (fourth from left, 
above) was the winner of the Cleve-
land Indians suite for 16 persons 

offered by the Bay Days Fireworks Fun-
draising Committee, and she and her 
family and friends recently enjoyed a 
wonderful evening at Progressive Field, 

complete with fireworks display.
“It was very nice to watch the Indi-

ans game inside the suite that the Indians 
generously offered,” Meneghetti said. “I 
went with my husband, extended family, 
dear friends and neighbors. The food, 
dessert and beverages were very good. 
The fireworks were fabulous. Thank you 
very much.” 

PLEASE PROOFREAD
Ad artwork ©2014 Westlake | Bay Village Observer, all rights reserved. Unauthorized copying, reproduction or alteration prohibited.

LEPRECHAUNLEPRECHAUN
LOCO HOUR EVERY DAY! 
11:00 am - 7 pm : $1.50 Drafts 
$2 Bottles • $2.50 Well Drinks

Best Corned Beef and Burgers In Town!

24545 CENTER RIDGE RD. (between Clague & Columbia Rd.) 440-250-LOCO (5626)

10% OFF 
Your Check
Dine-In Only. Not valid with other 

coupons or discounted items. 
Expires Sept. 16, 2014 (WBO)

Mexican Monday $1.25 Beef Tacos 
$2 chicken Tacos,  $2.50 Fish Tacos

Tuesday $6 Half Pound classic Burger 
Wednesday chicken Paprikash Lunch 

$5.99 dinner $7.99

THursday Jumbo Wings 59 cents
Friday Fish Fry Lake erie Perch $10.95

Handmade Pierogies $9.95
saT./sun. Penne Pasta $6.99

CHEF OPERATED KITCHEN - Open Everyday til 2am

by Joan kemPeR

Th i s  l a s t 
spring, at the 
Bay Kiwanis 

Pancake Breakfast, 
I purchased Raffle 
Ticket No. 4 for the 
Freedom Boat Club 
raffle offered by the 
Bay Days Fireworks 
Fundraising Com-
mittee. The prize was 
a one-year member-
ship in the Freedom 
Boat Club, which 
entitles the winner 
to use a boat for free 
at any one of the 
club’s more than 80 
locations throughout 
the United States.

I purchased the 
raffle ticket for my 
son-in-law’s birth-
day present and 
when the winner 
was announced on 
Memorial Day, our 
entire family couldn’t 
have been more pleased.

This year the Bay Village City 
Council enjoyed their summer recess 
during the months of July and August. 
Rob Massey, the director of the Free-
dom Boat Club and local resident, 
treated the City Council to a boating 
adventure on a beautiful Monday eve-
ning in August. 

We enjoyed two beautiful hours 
cruising on the Rocky River and seeing 
the sun begin setting on the lake.  Four 
of the council members and myself 
had a wonderful evening of looking at 
Rocky River and Bay Village from the 
water’s side.

Our group included Paul Koomar, 
president of council, and his wife, 

Therese; Steve Lee, councilman-at-
large, and his wife, Diana; Dave Tadych, 
Ward 1 councilman, and Mike Gore; 
and Paul Vincent, Ward 2 councilman, 
and his wife, Kateri. We cruised until 
sunset, enjoyed refreshments courtesy 
of Paul Koomar, and truly enjoyed each 
other’s company as well as Rob’s warm 
hospitality and boating skills.

This was all made possible by the 
answering of the call to the need of 
fundraising to continue the Fourth of 
July Bay Village fireworks, which has 
become so dear to our hearts, and a 
wonderful family tradition.

Thank you again Bay Fireworks 
Committee, and the Freedom Boat 
Club. 

Joan kemper, above left, Bay Village’s clerk of 
council and winner of the freedom Boat club 
raffle, invited her council colleagues for an august 
cruise on the Rocky River. Pictured above: Paul and 
therese koomar; pictured below: steve and diana 
lee, Paul and kateri Vincent.
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Looking for quality, affordable dental care?

David J. LaSalvia, DDS, Inc.
General Dentist Providing Family & Cosmetic Services

440-871-8588 
26600 Detroit Road, Westlake • www.drdavecares.com

Kids, Teens
& Emergencies 

Welcome!

Free...Your Choice! 
Professional Whitening or $50 Gift Certificate 

to Giant eagle with new patient exam and x-rays

PLEASE PROOFREAD.
 WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2014 WBVO

Luxury Town Cars
& SUVs at Taxi Prices
For All Your Transportation Needs

“We deliver people”

Email: JimsLiveryServiceLLC@gmail.com
Go to: JimsTaxiLimo.com

Call JLS 216-390-5610

by maRk sPaetZel

Bay Village welcomed two new 
members to the police depart-
ment last month. Gregory Engel 

and Ian Moore were sworn in as police 
officers in the council chambers of City 
Hall on Aug. 18. Both are attending the 
18-week Lorain County Community Col-
lege Police Academy that began Aug. 25. 
Upon graduation, they will complete a 
rigorous 14-week field training program.

Greg Engel was raised in Strongsville. 
He went to Strongsville High School and 
graduated from John Carroll University 
with a bachelor’s degree in marketing. 
Greg is the son of Geoff and Joanne Engel 

and has two older sib-
lings: a brother, Joe, 
and a sister, Stepha-
nie. In his free time, 
Greg enjoys hiking, 
fishing, exercising and 
classic/exotic cars. He 
also enjoys studying 
U.S. history, especial-
ly WWII and reading 
non-fiction books.

Ian Moore was 
born in Indianapolis, Ind. He was raised 
in Toledo and attended St. John’s Jesuit 
High School and Academy. Ian gradu-
ated in 2008. He then attended the Uni-
versity of Kentucky, earning a bachelor’s 

degree in sociology in 2011. During his 
college tenure, Ian was a member of 
Phi Gamma Delta fraternity. Ian is the 
son of Scott and Jackie Moore and has a 
younger brother, Austin. In his free time, 

Ian enjoys exercising and sports. He also 
enjoys reading up on international crimi-
nology and policing.

The City of Bay Village is pleased to 
welcome these fine young men. 

BVPd adds two new 
police officers

BVPd officers Greg engel, left, and ian moore, right, are sworn in by mayor deborah 
sutherland  on aug. 18 at Bay Village city Hall.

Do you have a “good 
news” story? Become an 
Observer and share it with the 
Westlake/Bay community at:
wbvobserver.com/members

The picnic reflected the ethnic origins of the original 
St. Ladislas parish in Cleveland’s Slavic Village. Stuffed 
cabbage, pierogies and brats were added to the typical 
picnic foods. Entertainment included a DJ, accordion 
player, line dancing, caricaturist, magician, games for 
young and old, pie baking contest, and culminating in 
the Ice Bucket Challenge for ALS.

More than 40 participants had ice water poured on 
them while observers collected nearly $400. Two members 

of the St. Lad’s parish family had ALS so many donations 
were given in their memories. The challenge then went 
out to neighboring parishes of St. Bernadette, St. Raphael 
and St. Clarence.

The original St. Ladislas was established in Cleveland 
in 1885 and destroyed by a fire in 1970. In 1973 the deci-
sion was made to relocate St. Ladislas to Westlake. The new 
church was dedicated on Aug. 15, 1974. The stained glass 
window of the Blessed Virgin Mary on the northeast corner 
of the church was rescued from the ruins of the old church.

Reverend Donald E. Snyder is the pastor. Check out 
the website for more information, www.stlads.org. 

ST. LAD’S from front page

the buffet line with lots of great ethnic and 
picnic foods. Getting ready for the als ice Bucket challenge.

sister marilyn Zgonc is the first 
to take the ice water challenge.

the Rocket car takes families for a spin.
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by dennY Wendell

“He was so into flying. When 
I look up and see the plane 
trails go by I think, ‘Well, 

he’s up there and he’s watching me and 
all of you, keeping us safe.’” 

This is how Katherine "Kit" Over-
myer, wife of astronaut Col. Robert 
Overmyer, described her late husband 
at the dedication of a historical marker 
in Westlake’s Cahoon 
Park on Aug. 23.

Her remarks came at 
the end of the ceremony 
which featured speakers 
honoring Overmyer, who 
grew up in Westlake and 
graduated from Westlake 
High in 1954. 

Ohio State Senator 
Thomas Patton, State Rep. 
Nan Baker and Cuyahoga 
County Councilman Dave 
Greenspan were among 
those who presented 
proclamations to Ms. 
Overmyer, citing her hus-
band’s accomplishments.

Dr. James Free, 
director  of  NASA’s 
Glenn Research Center, 
described the highlights 
of Overmyer’s NASA 
career describing some 
of Col. Overmyer’s first 
duties as a capsule com-

municator for the launch of Apollo 17, 
the last NASA mission to the moon. 

After the space shuttle program 
began, he worked as a chase pilot when 
early space shuttles were dropped off 
the back of a 747, and he followed 
them as they descended to earth in 
his T-38 jet. 

Overmyer was the pilot on the fifth 
flight of the Space Shuttle Columbia in 
1982, the first shuttle mission to deploy 

communications satellites into orbit, and 
the first officially “operational” shuttle 
mission. He traveled 2 million miles, 
orbiting Earth 81 times, during his mis-
sion that lasted 5 days.

Col. Overmyer retired from NASA and 
the Marine Corps in 1986. He died in 1996 
in a crash of an aircraft he was testing.

The Westlake Historical Society 
held fundraisers and residents and local 

businesses donated 
money for the purchase 
of the marker. The city 
installed a paved walk-
way, landscaping and 
a bench with a plaque 
engraved with a space 
shuttle graphic and “In 
Loving Memory; Robert 
F. Overmyer.” 

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY = 1.05%). Minimum balance to open and to earn the promotional APY is $1,000.00 and the maximum balance allowed to earn this promotional APY is $2,000,000.00. The promotional rate is valid only 
for new money not currently on deposit. The promotional rate is locked for 270 days. After 270 days, the rate is subject to change based on the rate currently offered on the Select Money Market Account. These rates are subject 
to change without notice. The Select Money Market Account tiered rates as of July 15, 2014 are as follows: $0-$9,999 (.15% APY); $10,000-$24,999 (.25% APY); $25,000-$49,999 (.35% APY); $50,000-$99,999 (.45% APY); $100,000+ 
(.55% APY). If the account is closed before 270 days, a $50.00 fee may be assessed. A $10.00 monthly fee may be assessed if the balance on the account drops below $1,000.00. Fees could reduce earnings on this account. No more 
than a total of 6 pre-authorized telephone, ACH, check, POS or Internet transactions may be made from this account per month. The minimum check amount must be $500.00. All rates quoted are accurate as of July 15, 2014. In 
order to qualify for the stated APY on the Money Market Account, you must have or open a Benefits Checking Account or other First Federal Lakewood checking account with recurring direct deposit of $500 or more monthly. Offer 
expires September 15, 2014. Other restrictions may apply. Contact a branch representative for full details.

1.05%
APY

 Money Market Account*

We’re investing in our community.  Here’s how you can invest in yourself.
Stop in to one of our 19 branches today and receive 1.05% APY for the first 9 months on a new Money  
Market Account. It’s a great way for you to invest in both yourself and your community at the same time. 

Find a branch near you at FFL.net or call (216) 529-2700.
Offer expires September 15, 2014.

Hometown astronaut honored
westlake historical society

kit overmyer points to the sky as she reminisces about her husband’s love 
of flying during the aug. 23 dedication of the historical marker in his honor.the ohio historical marker in clague Park.

see more 
photos of the 
dedication 
ceremony at: 
wbvobserver.
com/
photoblogs
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Westlake council President 
michael killeen and mayor 
dennis clough presented 
american Greetings chairman 
morry Weiss with a super-sized greeting 
card welcoming the company to Westlake during the 
groundbreaking ceremony at crocker Park. the 3-foot-tall card 
and envelope were created by Westlake’s service department.

A super greeting for American Greetings

american Greetings welcomes employees to 
site of future Westlake home in Crocker Park

A big party on a warm summer evening was held Aug. 27 at Crocker Park 
for the American Greetings  groundbreaking event. 

 Thousands of employees, their families, community members and 
elected officials packed the site at the southern end of Crocker Park, 
where American Greetings’ new world headquarters – “Creative Studios” – 
will be located.
 Company Chairman Morry Weiss thanked Westlake’s mayor, his staff and 
city council members for their help in making this construction possible. 
 “I want to share with you how thrilled we are to call Westlake our home of 
American Greetings,” Weiss said. “We’re thankful for the warm welcome and 
cannot wait to be an active participant in this great community.” The festive 
evening included speeches by company and city officials, all projected on a 
mammoth video screen, plus food trucks and live musical entertainment. 
 The company is targeting a spring 2016 move-in date. 

by maRie noVak

The Westlake Early Childhood PTA (WECPTA) 
will hold its membership drive event on Sat-
urday, Sept. 6, from 2-5 p.m. The event will 

be held at the Westlake Recreation Center, 28955 
Hilliard Blvd.

This year’s theme for the event is “Please come 
and share a day with our village!” Children’s activities 
will include crafts, inflatables, games, yummy snacks 
and much, much more! While the kids enjoy the spe-
cialty entertainment, adults will be able to learn all 
about the amazing amenities WECPTA has to offer.

The WECPTA is an inspiring organization for 
families with children ages six and under. WECPTA is 
associated with various public and private schools in 
the greater Westlake community. Its members live not 
only in Westlake, but in its surrounding communities 
as well. WECPTA has activities and programs for its 
members throughout the year including fieldtrips, 
playgroups, children’s parties, biannual Kiddie Kloset 
Resale, moms and dads nights out and so much more!

For more information about the WECPTA Mem-
bership Drive or how to join, please visit www.wecpta.
org or email membership@wecpta.org. 

Westlake Early Childhood 
PTA membership drive 
Sept. 6 at Westlake Rec

by loRi asHYk

Far West Center, a community mental 
health center providing mental 
health services for area residents, 

will make smiles magically appear as part 
of a fundraising event. “Share the Magic” 
will enchant audiences while raising funds 
for a great cause on Saturday, Sept. 27, at 
Dave and Buster’s Showroom, 25735 First 
St. in Westlake.

Sponsored by the International Broth-
erhood of Magicians, Blackstone Ring 23, 
the evening will feature beverages, a buffet 
dinner, tableside magic, a magic and 
comedy show, raffles and prizes. A por-
tion of the proceeds will benefit Far West 
Center, a non-profit organization located 
on the St. John Medical Center campus.

The event is family-friendly fun. 
Tickets are $50 per person. For informa-
tion and to purchase tickets, call Far West 
Center at 440-835-6212, ext. 243. The social 
hour and tableside magic begin at 5 p.m.; 
dinner is at 6 p.m, followed by the show. 

Voila! Fundraiser 
disguised as 
night of magic by sHalimaR maRkoVicZ

Mark your calendars and tell your friends! On Saturday, 
Nov. 8, the Bay Village PTA Council will host its 27th 
annual scholarship fundraiser. The event will take place 

from 6-10 p.m. at Memorial Hall at the Don Umerley Civic Center, 
21016 Hilliard Blvd., Rocky River.  

You are invited to show your support for Bay High School seniors 
in an evening of “fun”draising, food and friends. Proceeds from this 
event will go directly toward college scholarships for seniors who are 
interested in pursuing a career that promotes the welfare, protection 
and/or education of youth. Thanks to the community’s generosity 
in 2013, seven scholarships were awarded for a total of $10,500 to 
the Bay High School Class of 2014.

The evening will include a live auction with Clint Keener, 
Superintendent of Bay Village Schools, serving as auctioneer, as 
well as a silent auction and chance raffles. Visit the event Facebook 
page soon (facebook.com/BVPTACscholarship) for some high-
lighted auction items. The evening will include a complimentary 
bar and food by Sweet Melissa.

Early bird tickets are now available for $35 per person. Prices 
go up Oct. 25! Please access this story on wbvobserver.com for a 
link to the Event Brite registration page.

The Bay Village PTA Council relies on contributions of auction 
items from generous patrons. Please contact: Melissa Alten, 440-799-
2895, melissaalten@gmail.com; or Dianne Maybaum, diannemay-
baum@yahoo.com, to make a tax-deductible donation. 

Bay Village PTA Council announces 
annual scholarship auction
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14-4272

Take advantage of the lowest 
tuition in Northeast Ohio.

Easily transfer your credits to a  
four-year university.

For more information, go to  
tri-c.edu, or call 216-987-3885

Westshore  Campus  |  31001 Clemens Road  |  Westlake, Ohio 44145

Westshore @ Corporate College West
25425 Center Ridge Road | Westlake, Ohio 44145

Enroll now!

14-4348 Westshore-Westlake Bay Observer ad.625x7.25 Ad.indd   1 8/1/14   4:32 PM

Hundreds of the card company’s employees and their families got to see the site where they’ll be working after construction is completed on aG's new world headquarters. 

BY sue GRame

Doug Brown will be appear-
ing at the Bay Village Branch 
Library with his Skate 

Straight! program at 3:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Sept. 10. Besides show-
ing video of his tips and tricks on 
the board, he will talk about natural 
highs, real life heroes, the importance 

of reaching out to others and what 
really matters in life.

He is a professional skateboarder, 
motivational speaker, and author from 
the Gravity Games, Dew Tour, Fuel TV 
and ESPN. Books will be available for 
sale and signing. Recommended for 
grades 5 & up. This program is spon-
sored by the Friends of the Bay Village 
Library. 

skateboarder to visit Bay library

skateboarder and motivational speaker doug Brown will visit the Bay 
Village Branch library on sept. 10.
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Westlake Porter Public Library is 
again offering beginning geneal-
ogists opportunities to learn how 

to research their family trees on Friday, 
Sept. 19, from 2-4 p.m. and Saturday, Oct. 
18, from 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

In Beginning Genealogy, attendees 
will learn how to research their family 
history, including where to begin, how to 
research, and what resources are avail-
able and where to find them. Attendees 
are encouraged to bring along names and 

dates for hands-on research.
To register for either Beginning 

Genealogy class please call 440-250-5460 
or visit signup.westlakelibrary.org:8080. 
The library is located at 27333 Center 
Ridge Road. 

Learn how to 
research your 
family tree
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Dedicated to Serving Seniors

A LIFETIME OF 
CHOICE DOESN’T 
END HERE.

855.852.5050

 

HospiceOfChoice.org

Most people think you call hospice when you’re all out of 

options. That’s not true if you call Hospice of the Western 

Reserve. As Northern Ohio’s most experienced and most 

referred hospice provider, we offer more options to 

personalize care. We focus on helping patients and their 

families live their lives where they choose – at our unique 

facilities, at home, at a hospital, at a nursing home or at 

an assisted living residence. Discover why the hospice of 

choice is Hospice of the Western Reserve.

Visit HospiceOfChoice.org. 

Choose the hospice of choice. 

Like us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/byRedwood 
Watch us on Youtube
www.youtube.com/RedwoodLivingTV

when you have guests

Simplify your lifestyle at Redwood Living!

Brand New  Construction!
 Enjoy premium single-story design 
 with private attached garages

 
Comfort, convenience and 
quality—all in one place! 

• Full size washer and dryer
connections

• Smoke-free apartments

• Pets welcome

• Private attached garage for
convenience when entering
or exiting your home

• Smart, single-story design
means no difficult stairs
to climb

• Certified energy efficiency
means energy savings, and
no drafty windows or doors

• Two full bathrooms are a bonus

• Built-in peace & quiet; no
one lives above or
below you

• No property taxes, home
repairs or condo fees

Redwood Living, for today’s better living!

Retreat at Stafford   
7019 Condor Drive
North Ridgeville, Ohio 44039
440.804.6911

DISTINCTIVE SINGLE-STORY APARTMENT HOMES
Retreat at Stafford and Lakes of Ridgecrest by Redwood

Lakes of Ridgecrest
8300 Ira Drive
North Ridgeville, OH  44039
440.731.6677

27100 Knickerbocker Road, Bay Village   |   (440) 871-3234   |   KnickerbockerApartments.us

 62 & Older
 Pet Friendly
 Efficiencies & 1 Bedrooms
 Senior Transportation Available
 Independent Living
 Resident Activities
 Affordable Shopping Nearby
 On-Site Eliza Jennings Health Clinic

24 Hour Emergency Service     Live-In Manager

Rent Includes: All Utilities & Senior Cable

PLEASE PROOFREAD. WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2014 WBVO

by cYntHia Wilt

Career Transition Center (CTC) is 
a local nonprofit organization 
dedicated to helping those seek-

ing new career help. CTC teaches classes 
at libraries around Cleveland, including 
year-round classes at Westlake Porter 
Public Library. Beginning in November, 
CTC will launch its newest program, “The 
2nd Stage Institute,” classes which will be 
held in Rocky River, in addition to CTC’s 
basic classes and job clubs.

It is a series of reasonably priced 
specialized classes and group coaching 

for mature workers in the managerial, 
professional, technical and upper-level 
administrative fields to assist them in 
moving into their next stage of life. Stu-
dents will learn specific techniques that 
will help them handle the transition.

To learn more, attend a free kick-
off event on Monday, Oct. 27, 7 p.m., at 
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 
Center Ridge Rd. It is open to all mature 
residents looking for a new venture or 
direction in their life. You do not have to 
be unemployed to attend.

Retirement planning workshops 
used to be conducted in most businesses 

for their employees during the last years 
before retirement, but that is not the case 
now. CTC believes that not all retirees 
now want to move to Florida and that 
Northeast Ohio is a great place to retire.

The workshops that will be offered 
as part of 2nd Stage do not cover the 
financial aspects that financial plan-
ners do, but are designed to help begin 
new/ second careers, volunteer paths 
or entrepreneurial endeavors which will 
take students well into retirement and 
beyond. Many people of this age need 
to work, some want to work or volunteer 
and some just get bored – and yet do not 

know how to change their situation.
Students will meet and learn from 

a professional career manager, life 
transformation coach, or organization 
development/behavioral specialist to 
discuss career goals, experiences, barri-
ers, life problems, personal growth and 
job search needs. Some assessments will 
be given to assist in determining direc-
tion. But all will finish the series of five 
main courses and five of seven elective 
courses with a better understanding of 
their direction for the rest of their life. 

Contact cynthia.wilt@careertc.org 
for further information. 

local nonprofit assists mature workers in next stage of life
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O’Neill Healthcare | Bradley Bay
1605 Bradley Road, Bay Village
(440) 871-3474 | ONeillHC.com

Come and join in our special events
Sunday, Sept. 7 thru Saturday, Sept. 13
Please call (440) 871-3474 to RSVP

Sunday - 2 pm:  Grandparent’s Day Party
Monday - 2:30 pm:  Happy Hour & Open House with music from  
 Daniel Elish
Tuesday - 10 am:  Musical Bingo
Wednesday - 2 pm:  Watercolor Painting with Mary Lou Palermo
Thursday - 3 pm:  Musical Fashion Show by “Hatpins & Hemlines”  
 presents Bootleggers
Friday - 3 pm:  Ice Cream Social & Happy Hour with music from  
 Pat McGuire
Saturday - 10 am:  Flower Arranging with Christy

Celebrate National Assisted Living Week with us!
PLEASE PROOFREAD. WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2014 WBVO

Searching for affordable, non-medical in-home care?
We are an exclusive, private home health care provider,
offering longevity in business and consistency in care.

Our qualified, compassionate staff can provide:
Personal Care • alzheimer’s/Dementia Care

Wellness • rehab • hosPiCe serviCes

Free in-home consultation and professional references available.

CALL 216-551-7821 or email phillipshomecare@yahoo.com.

Providing excellence in home care since 1991...

Home Health Care 
by Brenda Phillips  

Affordable Senior Housing Community

• All Utilities Included
• Monthly Activities
• 70 Channels of Basic Cable
• Large Storage Closets
• WiFi in Select Areas

12400 Madison Avenue
in Lakewood

216-226-7575
TTY-1-800-750-0750

www.fedormanorapartments.com

When you walk through 
the door, you know 

you are home.

By BRuce leiGH

After 40 years of north-
ern Ohio weather, the 
Knickerbocker Senior 

Apartment building was show-
ing signs of its age. When the 
wind and rain hit the sides of 
the building, the water would 
run off but during the winter 
ice forms on the bricks and 
freezes in the cracks in the 
cement.

Little by little the cement 
crumbles, the masonry falls 
apart and water seeps into the 
walls and damages the floor-
ing. Temporary fixes helped, 
but this year tuck pointing had to be done. Last 
month the bricklayers began their tedious job.

When funds become available, manage-
ment will be able to begin to renovate the old 
elevators. The hallway rugs were shampooed 
and vacuumed. Wow, what a difference it 
made. There are still a lot of projects on the 
to-do list, including checking and cleaning 
windows, checking electrical systems and the 

heating system, but we are off to a good start.
The tallest building in Bay Village is begin-

ning to show signs of new life. There is still 
much work to be done but we’re bringing the 
Knickerbocker back to its original grandeur. 
We will keep our readers posted as newer and 
exciting projects to improve the building begin.

Updates will follow in future issues of the 
Observer. 

knickerbocker undergoing facelift
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the knickerbocker apartments in Bay Village are being 
revitalized, inside and out.

thE DIGItAL WOrLD

locating the usB 3.0 port
by tak sato

Tak is on vacation this week. Look for his latest article in the next issue.

QUESTIONS ABOUT  THE DIGITAL WORLD

I just replaced my 6-year-old desktop with a brand new 
laptop I bought online. The product page said it comes with a 
USB 3.0 port but I can’t tell which is the USB 3.0 port as they are 
all black USB sockets.

The telltale sign of a USB 3.0 port, the latest version of computer 
connectivity and faster than the previous USB 2.0 specifications (but 
backwards compatible), is the blue socket; earlier versions were black 
sockets.

Most manufacturers conform to that differentiation by color but 
I’ve seen instances where they kept using a black socket. In those cases 
you would try looking for an engraved label above or next to the USB 
port with the letters “SS” engraved to it. It stands for “Super Speed” and 
is another name for USB 3.0.

Since it is backwards compatible, you can plug your old USB 2.0 
device into the newer USB 3.0 port and it will still work, although the 
speed is limited by the slower technology. The same is true in reverse; if 
you have a new USB 3.0 device you can plug it into an older computer 
but it will be limited to 2.0 speed.

Have a question for Tak about computers, software or other technol-
ogy? Send it to editor@wbvobserver.com. 
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Dedicated to Serving Seniors

EVERYONE HAS  
A REASON  TO
END ALZHEIMER’S.

WE’RE STEPPING UP ON BEHALF 
OF OUR FRIENDS, OUR FAMILIES 

AND OUR FUTURE. EVERYONE HAS 
A REASON TO END ALZHEIMER’S 

— AND EVERYONE CAN DO 
SOMETHING ABOUT IT. 

WALK WITH US.

alz.org/walk
800.272.3900

SEPTEMBER 28, 8:30 AM
ALL PRO FREIGHT STADIUM

AVON

The Con�dent 
Choice For 
In-Home 
Care.

 

 

 

Providing quality, a�ordable, non-medical
in-home care for seniors and other clients  
who need companionship and personal care.

firstlighthomecare.com

28025 Clemens Rd., Suite 4, Westlake
440-250-9733

CO N V EN I ENTLY LO C ATED I N TH E H E ART O F L AKEWO O D

Providing Quality Senior 
Housing for 50 Years!

A�ordable living for Older Adults on 
an Active Senior Campus (age 55 & up)

Visit our Leasing O�ce at
14300 Detroit Ave. • Lakewood, OH 44107

Open weekdays, 9am-4pm or
by appointment (216) 521-0053

Westerly Apartments
SENIOR LIVING

check out our website: westerlyapartments.com 

by sue sHanks and maRGe kotnik

Some artists express their creativity by painting a 
picture, but Barbara Bilas, a resident of Westlake 
Village Retirement Community, expresses her 

creativity with needles, thread and scraps of fabric 
from dresses her mother made for her when she was a 
child. She had seen a needlework of a cut-away house 
and instantly knew it was for her. She sent 
away for the pattern and began assembling 
her materials on a double bed. 

Barbara started with the kitchen, 

where she spent most of her time, and as a child had 
watched her great-aunt at work in her grandmother’s 
kitchen. Barbara says it was pure pleasure select-
ing the materials for each room, creating a tapestry 
of color and texture and reliving memories of her 
childhood. 

The result is a large, colorful wall hanging of a 
three-story Victorian house with eight rooms and a 
family busy with various activities, from the baby in 
the crib waving a rattle to a girl playing a harp and 
the maid working in the kitchen. It is 
vibrant with color and texture. Many 
of the features and figures are three-
dimensional. The longer you look at it, 
the more you see and the more memo-
ries it brings back. 

It took Barbara five years to complete the proj-
ect, but every moment spent on creating her work 
of needlework art was pure pleasure for her. It hung 
in her family room in her house in North Olmsted, 
but now it hangs over her bed at Westlake Village. 
It is currently on display in a show of artwork by 
residents of Westlake Village, and it draws many 
gasps of delight from viewers. To view Barbara’s 
work and other works of art at Westlake Village call 
440-892-4200. 

Westlake resident 
creates Victorian 
house in needlework

Barbara Bilas spent five years crafting this needlework tapestry.
a detail of the kitchen in Barbara Bilas’ 
Victorian house needlepoint tapestry.
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by tRicia GRanfoRs

Whether everyday emergencies like 
injuries, fires and outages, or large 
scale disasters, community pre-

paredness starts with you. If you were there, 
would you be part of the problem or solution?

The Westshore Regional Community 
Emergency Response Team (WSC) is offer-
ing free classes on topics such as disaster 
preparedness, emergency medical consid-
erations, search and rescue procedures, fire 
suppression, disaster psychology, and more. 

The 20-hour FEMA course is conducted by 
local safety professionals. Westshore residents 
who are over 18 years of age, successfully com-
plete training, and pass a background check 
are eligible for team membership. Visit www.
westshorecert.org for more program and team 
information.

Do your part to keep your family and our 
neighborhoods safe and prepared. To register 
or for more information call 440-716-4135 or 
email granforst@north-olmsted.com. Space 
is limited.

Training begins Saturday, Oct. 4. The five 
consecutive Saturday morning classes will be 
held at the City of Westlake Service Center 
from 8 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

be your own hero!

Wsc volunteers train for the logistics team.
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Bay Cares 
  Fall Fest
Saturday, Oct. 4 • 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Bay Village Branch Library
502 Cahoon road
Looking to volunteer in and around bay Village, or just 
want to enjoy a beautiful fall day? Stop by for a fun, family-
friendly outing and learn about the many community 
organizations that help to make bay the great city that 
it is. this free indoor/outdoor event will feature the 
DonutLab food truck, kids crafts, music and tables with 
representatives of bay’s civic organizations.
presented as a collaboration of the Westlake | bay Village Observer, 
the bay Village branch of the Cuyahoga County public Library and the 
friends of the bay Village branch.

I’m Not Cool
fAMILy ObSErVAtIOnS

by RJ JoHnson, pastor of Advent 
Westlake 

I am not cool. If you have children 
over the age of 12, you know that it is 
impossible to be cool after you have 

children. They will remind you of this if 
you try to act like you are cool. 

I have come to this realization 
through a number of observations. One 
of the signs that I am not cool is that I 
talk on my cell phone. If you removed the 
function that allows you to carry on an 
actual conversation from the cell phone 
of most teens, it might be months before 
they discovered they could not talk to 
someone. Your cell phone is for texting, 
taking selfies, getting online, tweeting, or 
anything other than talking. 

Even worse than that, my cell 
phone rings. It is not set to the “vibrate” 
setting unless I am in a meeting or 
somewhere that the tone might dis-
turb someone else. The cell phones of 
the cool kids do not ring. It would be 
a social disaster if your teen’s phone 
rang, and they answered and started to 
have a conversation. 

The clearest signal that my wife and 
I are not cool came one night when our 
daughter had friends over. It was time 

for everyone to go home, but neither of 
us wanted to leave the comfort of our 
room to give them the bad news. In a 
stroke of true genius, we decided to use 
the cool method of communication. We 
sent a text, “If everything is not quiet in 
five minutes, Mama will be down in her 
bathrobe.” 

“How will we know when they get 
it?” I asked my wife. 

“Trust me,” she said, “we’ll know.” 
We knew.
Apparently the thought of a parent 

entering the room in a bathrobe is on 
par with the zombie apocalypse because 
a few moments later there was a blood 
curdling shriek from the basement. The 
shriek was followed by a stampede to the 
front door. Then came silence until my 
phone emitted a very uncool tone to let 
me know a text had come in. “That was 
not cool,” it read. 

“I know,” I texted back. 
I have reconciled myself to the fact 

that my days of being cool are long past. 
I do not think my children mind that I 
am not cool. I think they want me to be 
grounded and reliable. They want me to 
send that uncool text to let them know 
where the boundaries are. They want to 
know that there is someone there who 
is not as concerned about being cool as 
they are about keeping them safe and 
loving them. 

by kaYe tilton

Tickets are still available to “do 
lunch” with the Westlake Garden 
Club. Purchase tickets by Sept. 17 

for the Sept. 24 Fête des Fleurs fundraiser 
luncheon. Attendees will delight in an 
afternoon of fine dining and entertain-
ment, featuring the Minister of Culture, 
Michael Heaton, as well as raffles, a cash 
wine bar and bake sale. Tickets are $35 
and include valet parking.

The luncheon will be held at the 
Lakewood Country Club, located at 2613 
Bradley Road, Westlake. Doors open at 
10:30 a.m. and lunch will be served at 
noon. The speaker will follow at 1 p.m. 

For more information or to pur-
chase tickets, contact Regina McCar-
thy at 440-892-1861. Proceeds from the 
event will support horticultural and 
gardening programs in schools and 
organizations in Westlake and the West 
Shore community. 

Still time to ‘do lunch’ with 
the Westlake Garden Club

by lWV observers susan 
muRnane, claiRe Banasiak, 
mick Banasiak and conda 
BoYd (Bay Village chapter)

This report, which contains obser-
vations and selected highlights, is not 
an official statement of the League of 
Women Voters. Official minutes are pre-
pared by Mayor Clough’s office.

[Brief background: In July 2013, the 
four JIC cities received a $100,000 grant 
from the Local Government Innovation 
Fund for the Westshore Regional Fire 
District Phase Two Feasibility Study, to 
be completed by July 2015. The original 
study, conducted by Emergency Ser-
vices Consulting International (ESCI), 
was completed in October 2010.]

Present: Bay Village – Mayor 
Debbie Sutherland, Fire Chief Chris 
Lyons, Safety Director Scott Thomas; 
Westlake – Mayor Dennis Clough, Fire 
Chief James Hughes, Assistant Fire 
Chief Gregory Mortus, union represen-
tative Patrick Graelis; Fairview Park – 
Mayor Elaine Patton, Council Member 
Peggy Cleary, Fire Chief Tony Raffin; 
union representative Mike Fink; Rocky 
River – Mayor Pam Bobst, union repre-
sentative Kevin Bednarski.

Mayor Sutherland began the meet-
ing by stating that the purpose of the 
$100,000 state grant is to hire a project 
manager to oversee the feasibility of 
implementing the ESCI recommenda-
tions, which range from collaborative 
efforts to operational efficiencies up 
to possible fire district consolidation. 
In her understanding, acceptance of 
the grant did not require consolidation.

Mayor Clough said he understood 
that a decision on consolidation would 
not be made until the end of the study.

Mayor Bobst emphasized that the 
project’s purpose was not consolida-
tion, but saving money while maintain-
ing or improving the level of services.

Mayor Patton noted that circum-
stances have changed since the ESCI 
study, and she wanted to change the 
focus of the grant away from full con-
solidation toward achieving cost sav-
ings within the context of the existing 
shared services, especially the West-
shore Central Dispatch Center. The 
number of municipalities involved in 
potential consolidation had shrunk 
from seven to four, and while many 
of the recommendations in the ESCI 
report had already been achieved, there 
were many more to be considered. In 
her opinion, some aspects of consolida-

tion, such as repositioning assets, do 
not meet the needs of Fairview Park’s 
citizens. The Westshore communi-
ties already cooperate extensively to 
enhance service and can profitably look 
to do more of that.

Mayor Bobst strongly concurred 
and felt that incremental operational 
efficiencies should be pursued before 
considering consolidation.

The mayors questioned whether 
they needed a legal opinion as to 
whether an implementation study 
focused only on operational efficien-
cies still fell within the parameters of 
the grant. Mayor Sutherland said that 
she believed it did but she would ask 
Gary Ebert, Bay Village law director, for 
his opinion.

Mayor Clough and Mayor Suther-
land would prefer to leave the question 
of consolidation to the end of the study. 
The extent to which the ESCI study 
needed updating was discussed. Mayor 
Clough questioned why they needed 
an outside project manager if they 
were not going to consider consolida-
tion. Mayors Patton and Bobst argued 
that the reason for a project manager 
— having a disinterested party dedi-
cated to implementation — remained, 
whether the goal was consolidation or 
operational efficiency.

Fire Chief Raffin argued strongly 
for deciding whether to include or 
preclude consolidation as the ultimate 
goal before hiring the project manager, 
stating that the contours of the imple-
mentation study would change dramat-
ically depending on the desired out-
come. The scope of the project must be 
defined for it to be successful. He also 
observed that ESCI’s draft job descrip-
tion assumed the project manager’s job 
was to implement consolidation.

Mayor Sutherland reminded all 
participants that the grant was time 
limited, although an extension could 
probably be obtained. The mayors, 
fire chiefs and union representatives 
agreed to meet as separate groups to 
draft job descriptions and exchange the 
drafts in advance of their next meeting, 
Sept. 3. All JIC meetings are open to the 
public. 

report: Westshore Joint 
Implementation Committee (JIC) 
fire Study Meeting, Aug. 20, 2014

league of women voters

saVe
tHe 

date
OCT.4

IT’s MORE THAN AN AD...                    
IT’s CIVIC sUPPORT!

promote your business and be part of the most popular 
newspaper in our community. And, you’ll help our civic 
groups who rely on the free Observer newspaper to get 

the word out on their good deeds & events.

Call Laura at 440-477-3556 or Denny at 440-409-0114

Love democracy? Learn 
about the Bay League of 

Women Voters at the 
Bay CareS FaLL FeST 
Oct. 4 at Bay Library.
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by Tara McGuinness

The school year is in session and you 
may be looking for something fun 
to do with your children who are 

not yet in school. Our storytimes start back 
up this month, so bring your youngster to 
one of our storytime sessions at the Bay 
Village branch library. See the list below to 
see what time and theme suits your needs.

Do you have fond recollections of shop-
ping downtown? You won’t want to miss 
our upcoming program, The Golden Age of 
Shopping in Cleveland. This event – Thurs-
day, Sept. 18, at 7:00 p.m. – will be sure to 
conjure up some wonderful memories. If 
you love to read about Cleveland history, 
be sure to ask to see our section of local 
interest books.

CHILDREn’S DEpARTMEnT

Wednesday, Sept. 10 (9:30 a.m.) 
BaBY & me – For caregivers and their 
children ages birth to 18 months. Join us 
for rhymes, songs, fingerplays and books.

Thursdays, Sept. 4 and Sept. 11 (11 
a.m.); Tuesday, Sept. 9 (1:30 p.m.) 
PRescHool – Caregivers and their 
children ages 3-5 not yet in kindergarten 
are invited to join us for rhymes, songs, 
fingerplays and stories.

Mondays and Tuesdays, Sept. 8, 9, 15, 
and 16  (9:30 a.m.) toddleR – Caregiv-
ers and their children ages 19-35 months 
are invited to join us for rhymes, songs, 
fingerplays and stories.

Wednesday, Sept. 10 (7 p.m.); Fridays, 
Sept. 5 and 12 (9:30 a.m.) familY 
stoRYtime – Children of all ages and 
their adult caregiver are invited to join us 
for stories, songs and fingerplays.�

Tuesday, Sept. 9 (7 p.m.) tots dance 
and music – Families with children 
ages 2-1/2 to 6 years will have a great time 
dancing and moving to music with bean 
bags, scarves and more! Get your boogie 
shoes on and feel the beat!

Saturday, Sept. 13 (10:30 a.m.) sen-
soRY stoRYtime – Designed specifi-
cally for children with special needs and 

their families. This program incorporates 
a schedule board, double visuals, and 
sensory opportunities for participants, 
as well as a half-hour socialization time 
following the program.

Tuesday, Sept. 16 (1:30 p.m.) 
WHooo’s ReadY foR scHool? kin-
deRGaRten Readiness: countinG 
– Help your preschooler make the transi-
tion to their first year of school. Explore 
hands-on activity stations together.

TEEn DEpARTMEnT

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays 
(3:15 p.m.) teen Zone – Video games, 
challenges, art and more. Join us for some-
thing fun to do after school. Parents must 
sign a permission form, good for all fall 
programs.

Wednesday, Sept. 10 (3:30 p.m.) skate 
stRaiGHt! – Professional skateboarder, 
author and speaker, Doug Brown, shares 
tips and tricks of the board, as well as how 
to enjoy life and make the most out of it.

ADuLT DEpARTMEnT

Wednesday, Sept. 10 (6:30 p.m.) 
doWnloadaBles HelP – Drop in for 
assistance with downloading books, mag-
azines and audiobooks on your portable 
device. Familiarity with your device and 
account information is recommended.

Thursday, Sept. 18 (7:00 p.m.) Golden 
aGe of sHoPPinG in cleVeland – 
Which was more glamorous: Riding the 
elevator (with an operator) or your first 
few tries on the escalator? Remember with 
us Halle Brothers, May Co., Higbee’s and 
the Sterling Linder Christmas Tree! From 
trucks that delivered your purchases the 
next day, to dining in tea rooms, shopping 
downtown was definitely a dressy affair. 
Delight in this look back at the height of 
downtown elegance and elaborate holiday 
displays.

Please register to attend the programs 
online at cuyahogalibrary.org, call us 
at 440-871-692, or stop in to the library 
at 502 cahoon road and register with a 
librarian. 

upcoming programs                      
at bay Village branch Library

bay village branch library

by sue Grame, teen librarian

What do most people think of 
when they hear the word “library”? 
Reading, of course! 2014 is the year 
to “Reconnect with Reading 365” at 
the Cuyahoga County Public Library. 
To celebrate this initiative, the Bay 
Village Branch Library staff and cus-
tomers will be sharing our suggestions 
from various genres each month here 
in the Observer.

“Walk a mile in my shoes!” 
When was the last time you heard 
that common saying? While we can’t 
usually follow in the footsteps of a 
person from another kind of family, 
culture or race, we can all broaden 
our awareness through reading. Here 
are some books enjoyed by Bay Vil-
lagers that you might like to try:

Amelia, grade 8, liked “Wonder” 
by R.J. Palacio, a book about a 
10-year-old boy born with extreme 
facial abnormalities who not only 
survived, but thrived. She liked how 
the story of his life was told from 
the perspectives of family members 
and friends. She also liked “Thura’s 
Diary: My Life in Wartime Iraq” by 
Thura Al-Windawi that tells the 
story of a girl in Baghdad starting 
just before American bombs begin 
to drop on her city.

Annalise, grade 6, really liked the 
book “The Fault in Our Stars” by John 
Green; she said it was an amazing 
book! It told a totally different kind 
of story than she was accustomed to 
– a love story about two teens with 
cancer; she’d never read a book like 
that before. She also liked “This Star 
Won’t Go Out: The Life and Words of 
Esther Grace Earl,” written by Esther 
Earl, the girl who inspired John 
Green’s book. It has entries from her 
diary and photos of its pages.

As for me, “A Long Way Gone: 
Memoirs of a Boy Soldier” by Ishmael 
Beah was the most memorable I have 
read in a long time. At the age of 12, 
this child was on the run trying to 
survive in the jungle while caught in 
the everyday horrors of civil war in 

Sierra Leone. What this young African 
boy endures and then what he does 
with his life, is an amazing true story.

The Pura Belpre award, which 
is presented by the America Library 
Association annually to a Latino/
Latina writer and illustrator whose 
work best portrays, affirms and cele-
brates the Latino cultural experience 
in an outstanding work of literature 
for children and youth this year went 
to Meg Medina for her book “Yaqui 
Delgado Wants to Kick Your Ass.”

It is written in the voice of Latino 
Piedad Sanchez, a sophomore start-
ing a new school in Queens, New 
York. Although the book centers on 
high school bullying, Meg says, “I 
meant it to be about how a Latina 
here in the United States stays con-
nected with her culture and finds 
her clave – that unshakable sense of 
herself – so that she can dance over 
the world’s troubles no matter how 
heavily they are heaped on her.”

There are many wonderful 
books, fiction and non-fiction alike, 
about people from diverse back-
grounds, the “shoes they’ve worn” 
and what they have done with the 
experiences life has dealt them.

To conveniently check on these 
titles and many others, download 
the CCPL Mobile App – available for 
most smart phones and tablets. You 
can search the catalog, check your 
account and renew items, as well as 
scan your items and check out right 
on your device.

Remember to check the Observer 
next month to see What Your Neigh-
bors are Reading on the October 
theme – Eek! Spooky Tales – and visit 
the Bay Village Branch, 502 Cahoon 
Road, where the staff would be very 
happy to give you personal reading 
recommendations too. We hope to see 
you soon. 

Celebrate diversity with inspiring reads

WHat YouR neiGHBoRs 
aRe ReadinG

 at the Bay Village Branch library

sePtemBeR tHeme: 
celeBRate diVeRsitY

by JaYne BRoestl

The fifth season of the widely 
popular American genealogical 
documentary series “Who Do 

You Think You Are?” is airing on TLC. 
The series originally premiered on NBC 
in 2010, as an adaptation of the British 
series of the same name, aired by the 
BBC beginning in 2004. In each epi-
sode, a celebrity takes a journey to trace 
his or her family tree. The discoveries 
are moving, inspiring and engaging.

These celebrities always have the 
best genealogical professionals to help 
them and ready access to the finest 
libraries here and abroad. So, of course, 

they can wrap up their family’s history in 
short order. For the common folk, it may 
take many years and substantial money 
for them to unearth that much data. But, 
this field of research is changing so that 
the amateur or do-it-yourselfer can go it 
alone online, at websites such as Ances-
try.com. 

What the public may not realize 
is that there is help to be found at the 
local level for this kind of research. 
Our local libraries and historical 
and genealogical societies provide a 
wealth of information to those who 
seek assistance. More specifically, the 
members of the Cuyahoga West Chap-
ter of the Ohio Genealogical Society 

are paying for local experts to speak at 
their monthly evening meetings and 
are volunteering their time and talents 
during their monthly help sessions 
held at Westlake Porter Public Library. 
Since annual membership dues of $15 
are the only means of funding these 
educational programs, Cuyahoga West 
needs your support and participation 
to continue providing these informa-
tive and helpful programs.  

Cuyahoga West Chapter’s fall line-up 
of guest speakers for evening programs 
has been confirmed and will be as fol-
lows: Dr. Judith Cetina, director of the 
Cuyahoga County Archives and author of 
“Cuyahoga County: The First 200 Years,” 

on Wednesday, Sept. 17; Wally Huskonen, 
GeneaBlogger and former OGS trustee, 
on Wednesday, Oct. 15; and Dorothy 
Titera, Westlake Latter Day Saints Family 
History Center, on Wednesday, Nov. 19. 
The programs begin at 7 p.m. Social time, 
with refreshments is from 6:30-7 p.m. 
The public is encouraged to attend, at 
no cost. Help sessions will be held in the 
Porter Library computer lab from 1-2:30 
p.m. on Wednesday, Oct. 1, and Wednes-
day, Nov. 5.   

For more information visit roots-
web.ancestry.com/~ohcwogs or email 
cuyahogawest@gmail.com. 

Local nonprofits offer ‘star treatment’ for family researchers
cuyahoga west chapter of the ohio genealogical society
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ON SALE NOW

FREE
SUMMER
CONCERT
SERIES

SLAP
August 24 • Sunday 7 - 9
Cleveland’s premier jazz trio

What a great way 
to end the summer!

Sat., Sept. 13 • 6-10 pm

at www.BAYarts.net
$100 until Sept 1 • $120 beginning Sept 2
$135 day of the event • Tickets NOT Sold at the Door

28795 Lake Road
Huntington Reservation
Bay Village
440-871-6543
BAYarts.net

MOONDANCE
PARTY OF THE YEAR

Food from 10 of your favorite
local eateries,
Open Bars
Music by Joe Bell & The
Swing Lizards

by JennifeR laRiccia

Scouting has been around for 
more than 100 years. This leg-
endary program has attracted 

millions of boys because of the 
emphasis on outdoor adventure, 
making friends, learning new skills, 
and most of all, camping. Parents are 
attracted to it because it is a family 
program. Siblings are often welcome 
and it is a wonderful opportunity for 
moms and dads to spend quality time 
with their son. Scouting focuses on 
character education and community 
service but mostly it is a movement 
that teaches leadership.

On Thursday, Sept. 18, Bay Village 
will be having a Cub Scout sign-up 
night at 6:30 p.m. in the Normandy 
School cafeteria. Come hear about 
the three different Cub packs in Bay 
and the wonderful events they have 
planned. Cub Scouts are open to boys 
in grades one through five.

Whether it is a Halloween camp 
out, a community rake out, a pine-
wood derby race, or a raingutter regat-
ta, Scouting offers a chance for boys to 
ditch the electronics and learn what 
it is like to hike in the woods, put up 
a tent, sing songs around a campfire, 
gain confidence and make friends that 
will last a lifetime. 

cub scout sign-up sept. 18 at 
normandy school in bayFive members of the Bay Vil-

lage City Council accepted the 
Ice Bucket Challenge issued 

by former councilman Brian Cruse 
and got a good, icy shower Aug. 25 
on the steps of Bay Village City Hall. 
The council members submitted to 
the national peer-to-peer fundraising 

craze of being doused with a bucket 
of ice water to raise funds for ALS 
research.

After their cooling experience, the 
members passed along the challenge 
to others in the city including school 
board members, family members, local 
politicians and residents. 

Pourers (back row, from left) mike Gore, kateri Vincent, Jack lee, Joan 
kemper and Jennie koomar dump ice water on (front row, from left) dave 
tadych, Paul Vincent, steve lee, tom Henderson and Paul koomar. 
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Individualized 
Therapeutic 

Exercise
Offering service for all ages at our private studio in Rocky River 

as well as Westlake and Rocky River Recreation Centers. 
Call today for a free workout!

440.333.5395

Therapeutic Exercise
Weight Management

Strength & Conditioning

officialfitnesspro.com

official fitness Pro

OFP
Personal training Practice

ParT-TIMe SaLeS reP
Love the Observer? you can help us grow! 

We’re looking for a friendly, community-minded individual who wants to 
make extra income while promoting the Observer to local businesses.

Set your own schedule; work at your own pace.
Experience a plus, but not a requirement. 

Work with nice people and help support the most popular newspaper in 
Westlake and bay Village!

Interested? Send us an email at: staff@wbvobserver.com
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Bob Evans restaurant in Westlake 
will hold a fundraiser for The Cat 
Crossing on Friday, Sept. 19. On 

that day from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. Bob 
Evans will donate 15 percent of dine-in 
and carry-out sales to the Cleveland-
based nonprofit organization. A copy of 

the flyer found at catcrossingcleveland.
org must be presented at time of pay-
ment. Cat Crossing volunteers will be 
on hand all day to provide information 
about adopting, donating or volunteer-
ing.

 The Cat Crossing was established 

in 2012 for the care, protection and 
humane treatment of homeless cats, 
especially those that are not often con-
sidered adoptable. They take in unwant-
ed cats and kittens, and the free-roaming 
sanctuary on West 25th Street provides 
a safe and secure place where elderly, 
disabled or difficult-to-place cats can 
live out their lives. Their mission is to 
provide rescue, shelter, rehabilitation, 

medical care and, when appropriate, 
adoption services for all cats that enter 
their facility.

 As feral cat colony caregivers, every 
night they feed more than 100 cats at 27+ 
stations. In order to prevent overpopula-
tion, Cat Crossing volunteers also trap, 
neuter and return (TNR) these cats to 
the outdoors if they are not able to be 
socialized. 

Hot Diggity Dog, inc.
Professional Pet Care Services

“We take the 
worry out of 
being away”

Personal In-Home 
Pet Care
Busy Work Schedule?
Busy Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:
• Reasonable Prices For All Services
• Meals, Walks, Medication
• Plus personal play time and any other  
   special requests
• All in the surroundings of your home

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
440-871-9245 or visit our website
www.hotdiggitydogusa.com A proud member of the Bay Village community
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 VIRUS REMOVAL   COMPUTER REPAIR   WEB DESIGN   IT SUPPORT
Store Hours: Mon-Fri: 11am-6pm; Sat: 11am-5pm; Sun: Closed

Tel: 440.871.9300             Web: www.compu360.com
26056 Center Ridge Rd, Suite B, Westlake, OH 44145

Small Business 
Website

starting as low as

$599

Virus Removal

$59

(This offer cannot be combined with any other offer)

$10 OFF
Any Service

FREE PC Checkup
FREE PC Optimization

FREE Anti-virus
(This offer valid thru 9/30/14)

PLEASE PROOFREAD. WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2014 WBVO

Westlake Animal Hospital offers a wide 
variety of veterinary services including 
minimally invasive surgeries. 
We are accepting new clients. 

We are American Animal Hospital Association 
(AAHA) accredited and offer an open door policy 
(you have the option to be present for all procedures). 
Westlake Animal Hospital offers evening and 
Saturday appointments for your convenience. 

27370 Center Ridge Road  • 440-835-3800 • website: westlakeah.com • email: WestlakeAH@aol.com 

WestlAke AnimAl HospitAl

Restaurant to hold fundraiser for feral cat caregivers

by susan muRnane

On Aug. 20, I attended a work-
shop for community cat activ-
ists at the Euclid Public Library 

sponsored by Euclid Beach Feral Cat 
Project, Waterloo Alley Cat Project, and 
the Cleveland Animal Protective League. 
The movie “Ten Lives: A Feral Cat Odys-
sey” was shown, followed by information 
about the APL’s expanding Trap Neuter 
Release (TNR) program in Cleveland 
and Cuyahoga County. Leaders of EBFCP 
and WACP described how they became 
involved in caring for community cats 
and demonstrated trapping techniques.

The term community cat represents 
a continuum that ranges from feral cats 
to more social un-owned outdoor cats 
that receive care from a community 
of people. Feral cats are domestic cats 
that were born in the wild and cannot 
be adopted as house pets because they 
were not socialized to humans as kittens.

“Ten Lives: A Feral Cat Odyssey” 
describes the lives of community cats 
and corrects common misconcep-
tions about them. Un-owned outdoor 
cats have lived near humans in social 

groups called colonies 
for 10,000 years. They 
live off of human food 
waste, rodents and, to a 
lesser extent, birds, but 
they are not a significant 
cause of the decline of 
wild bird populations 
(humans are).

The movie tells how 
several communities 
have successfully imple-
mented TNR programs 
and humanely managed cat colonies, 
from San Jose, Calif., to Havana, Cuba, 
to Parliament Hill in Ottawa, Canada, 
and the Coliseum in Rome, Italy. In these 
colonies, feral cat populations have 
declined significantly over time through 
careful management. “Ten Lives” can be 
viewed for free at feralcatsusa.org.

The Cleveland APL has offered 
grant-funded, low-cost TNR for outdoor 
cats in Cuyahoga County since 2008, and 
the city of Cleveland provides a per-cat 
subsidy for its residents to voluntarily use 
the program. Relying solely on residents 
and volunteers to trap, return and care 
for the cats, the APL has spayed/neutered 
more than 26,000 cats and kittens since 
then. The program has been successful in 
reducing stray cat intake at the Cleveland 
APL by approximately 15 percent, from a 
high of 5,532 admissions in 2011 to 4,837 
admissions in 2013. 

When San Jose, Calif., adopted a city-

wide TNR program, 
its cat admissions to 
the animal shelter 
declined 25 percent. 
The Cleveland APL 
hopes to expand TNR 
programming by 
securing the support 
of local governments 
and animal control 
officers. If you know 
of a feral cat commu-
nity that you would 

like to help, contact Sara Dillenkofer, 
coordinator of the APL’s animal wel-
fare clinic, at 216-377-1624. In 2013 
Friends of the Bay Village Animal 
Kennel assisted residents to TNR 23 
cats and kittens. Additional informa-
tion can be found through Alley Cat 
Allies, alleycat.org.

In 2009 Euclid Beach Feral Cat 
Project began to TNR and care for feral 
cats, and to rescue stray and abandoned 
cats and kittens in the neighborhoods 
around historic Euclid Beach. Operated 
entirely by volunteers with privately 
donated funds, EBFCP has helped more 
than 1,500 cats. EBFCP also works with 
PetFix and other sponsors to provide free 
and low-cost spay/neuter clinics in the 
Collinwood neighborhoods.

Currently, EBFCP cares for more 
than 100 cats at the Euclid Beach 
Mobile Home Park and 15 cats on the 
Euclid Beach lakefront. In June 2013 the 

lakefront was transferred to Cleveland 
Metroparks, and Metroparks has allowed 
EBFCP to continue to care for the feral 
cats that were living there when the 
transfer took place.   

In 2009 the Waterloo Alley Cat 
Project also started to TNR and care 
for the feral, stray and abandoned cats 
and kittens along the Waterloo Road 
shopping district in Cleveland. WACP 
has spayed and neutered over 150 cats, 
found homes for others, and currently 
manages three feral cat colonies in the 
neighborhood. 

humanely managing ‘community cat’ colonies
pet care

by dianne BoRoWski

Autumn brings chilly winds,
falling leaves, rainy days
And mud.

Occasionally, fall days are
Glorious with bursts of color,
bonfires, homecomings and
Long walks in the woods.

Although not my favorite season
I do look forward to it
With delight.

Each season its own merit,
Giving us its days
to enjoy and create memories

Which help sustain us
During the years
to come.

Seasons
poetry

Love animals? Learn about 
the Friends of the Bay 

Village animal Kennel at the 
Bay CareS FaLL FeST 
Oct. 4 at Bay Library.
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Your savings could add up to  
hundreds of dollars when you  
put all your policies together  
under our State Farm® roof.
GET TO A BETTER STATE.™ 
CALL ME TODAY.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company,  
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

See just how big your  
savings could be.

Discounts as 
big as a house. 
Or condo.
Or apartment.

1103155.1

Candice Stryker-Irlbacher, Agent
24549 Detroit Road, Suite 1

Westlake, OH  44145
Bus: 440-871-3747

www.candicestryker.com

When your teen gets ready  
to drive, we’re there. They  
learn safe driving and you  
get lower rates.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

GET TO A BETTER STATE™.
CALL ME TODAY.

Better 
teen driving,
bigger 
discounts.

Check out our  
Steer Clear® Program.

1001000.1 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, 
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

Candice Stryker-Irlbacher, Agent
24549 Detroit Road, Suite 1

Westlake, OH  44145
Bus: 440-871-3747

www.candicestryker.com Saving money is important.  
That’s why you can count  
on me to get you all the 
discounts you deserve.
GET TO A BETTER STATE™.
CALL ME TODAY.

State of
$avings.

Get discounts up to

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL1101282.1

*Discounts vary by state.

Candice Stryker-Irlbacher, Agent
24549 Detroit Road

Westlake, OH  44145
Bus: 440-871-3747

candice.stryker-irlbacher.pici@statefarm.com

40% *
Saving money is important.  
That’s why you can count  
on me to get you all the 
discounts you deserve.
GET TO A BETTER STATE™.
CALL ME TODAY.

State of
$avings.

Get discounts up to

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL1101282.1

*Discounts vary by state.

Candice Stryker-Irlbacher, Agent
24549 Detroit Road

Westlake, OH  44145
Bus: 440-871-3747

candice.stryker-irlbacher.pici@statefarm.com

40% *See why State Farm® insures 
more drivers than GEICO and 
Progressive combined. Great 
service, plus discounts of up 
to 40 percent.*
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL FOR QUOTE 24/7.

Talk to your 
neighbors, 
then talk 
to me.

1001174.1

*Discounts vary by states.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

Candice Stryker-Irlbacher, Agent
24549 Detroit Road

Westlake, OH  44145
Bus: 440-871-3747

candice.stryker-irlbacher.pici@statefarm.com

See why State Farm® insures 
more drivers than GEICO and 
Progressive combined. Great 
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by BeRnice Bolek

Clague Playhouse is preparing 
for its fifth annual fundraiser, 
“Jewelry Heist,” in support of its 

2014-2015 season, opening Sept. 12 with 
the production “Inspector Calls” by J. B. 
Priestley. 

This fundraiser originated with 
Clague Playhouse in 2010 as an out-

growth of its production of Moliere’s “The 
Miser.” Describing the event as a rob-
bery of The Miser’s treasure chest, Clague 
Playhouse sold donated recycled jewelry 
to patrons in its lobby before, at intermis-
sion and after performances.

The event caused such a sensation 
that the Playhouse named it the “Jewelry 
Heist” which is now celebrating its fifth 
season. One male audience member was 

heard voicing a complaint in the lobby 
of the theater: “I paid one dollar for my 
Coke while my wife purchased her new 
earrings for a quarter.”

The low prices and restored jewelry 
contribute to the success of this endeav-
or. The Christmas show each year offered 
the best marketplace for the sale, and 
during September and October Clague 
volunteers collect and restore the items.

This year, the Jewelry Heist kicks off 
with the opening of “Uh-Oh, Here Comes 
Christmas” on Nov. 7 and run until the 
production ends Dec. 7.

Donations of jewelry are being 
accepted now and may be dropped off 

at Clague Playhouse, 1371 Clague Road, 
Westlake, Wednesday through Saturday, 
1-6 p.m.

 As an aside, history tells us that 
adornments of the body started about 
75,000 years ago with items like animal 
hides, teeth, bones, pebbles and ber-
ries. Anthropologists attributed this 
to human nature. When the basic 
physiological needs of humans are 
met, there is a higher need relative to 
“social needs,” including the attempt at 
beautification and enhancing attractive 
features of the body. Can humans then 
conclude that jewelry enhancement is 
part of their DNA? 

Clague playhouse announces 
‘Jewelry heist’ fundraiser

Over 900 participate in annual Celebrate Westlake event at St. John Medical Center

Westlake patrolman anthony lavolpa leads runners down center Ridge Road at the 
start of the 5-mile race.

ceRt volunteer Jane Hoffman of Bay 
pours water on mike ode of Hinckley 
after he crosses the finish line.

Rob Byrne of strongsville is all smiles 
as he completes the 5k run with his 
sons, Jack and emmett. Youngsters sprint from the starting line in the 6-and-under dash.

abraham chelanga finishes 
first in the 5-mile race with 
a time of 24:41.8.

The 24th installment of Westlake's 
5-mile charity run was a success 
once again, drawing runners from 

across Ohio and several states. Switch-
ing back to the Celebrate Westlake name 
after several years as the North Coast 
Challenge, the event included a 5K run/
walk, kids' fun dashes and activities, and 
a health and fitness expo.

Proceeds from the event benefit a 
number of Westlake charities. More than 
$1.4 million has been raised since 1991. 
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see more celebrate 
Westlake photos at: 
wbvobserver.com/
photoblogs

620 Dover 
Center Rd.

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-6 pm. Closed Sun.

440-871-0899

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop

PLEASE PROOF READ FOR ACCURACY
Ad artwork ©2014 Westlake | Bay Village Observer, all rights reserved. 
Unauthorized copying, reproduction or alteration prohibited.

C&M Landscaping
Weekly lawn mowing starting at $30.00 

Sod and seed lawn installations
Planting, mulching and edging

Fall clean ups
Complete landscaping installations 

Call today for a free estimate
440-781-3864



More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com   
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COMMUNITy eVeNTS Post your group’s free community events 
online at wbvobserver.com

Providing nourishing meals and 
extended care and service to our 
neighbors experiencing cancer.

Volunteer or donate call: (440)348-9401
or visit: ourvillageproject.com

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Westside’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

 Lamp Repair - Reasonable Rates
“Let me brighten up your day”

FLOOR LAMPS, TABLE LAMPS,
DESK LAMPS, WALL SCONCES

Ray the Lamp Guy

Lifelong Bay resident • Retired school bus driver

440-871-4389

Open Spiritual Community • Wedding Ceremonies 
Meditation • Prosperity Principles • Sustainability Practices

23855 Detroit Rd • Westlake • 440-835-0400  
www.UnitySpiritualCenter.com

Services Sundays at 9:00 am & 11:00 am

Unity Spiritual Center
For Your Spiritual Growth

Thursday, Sept. 4, 6-8 p.m.
Annual Corn Roast and Candidate Night
Bay Village Democratic Club will serve up corn, hot dogs, soda. 
Bring the kids, friends and a dessert or side dish to share. Free, but 
donations accepted. For more information or to volunteer, call John 
Rinehart, 440-471-4829.
Huntington Beach Pavilion, Bay Village

Saturday, Sept. 6, 2-5 p.m.
Westlake Early Childhood PTA Membership Drive
Please come and share a day with our village! Children’s activities will 
include crafts, inflatables, games, yummy snacks and much more!  
While the kids enjoy the entertainment, adults will be able to learn 
all about the amazing amenities WECPTA has to offer.
Westlake Recreation Center, 28955 Hilliard Blvd.

Saturday, Sept. 6, 6 p.m.-midnight
Heart & Harvest Festival
The evening begins with Mass at 5 p.m. with Bishop Lennon as 
principal celebrant followed by dinner from 6-8 p.m. Tickets for 
dinner are $15 for adults and a child’s meal for $5. There will be a kids 
fun area as well as games, music, food, casino and raffle. Dinner and 
raffle tickets can be purchased in advance by calling 440-734-1300. 
Visit www.stbern.net for more information.
St. Bernadette Parish, 2256 Clague Rd., Westlake

Sept. 8-12, 8 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sept. 13, 7:30 a.m.-noon
Westlake Household Hazardous Waste Collection
Westlake residents only. No businesses, churches or schools. 
Accepted materials: oil- or solvent-based paints, sealers, primers, 
coatings, paint thinner, spray paint, pesticides, herbicides, motor oil, 
car batteries, mercury, fluorescent light bulbs. Not accepted: latex 
paint, medical waste, explosives, tires, electronics. For a complete list, 
visit www.cityofwestlake.org. Call the Service Center at 440-835-6432 
for more info.
Westlake Service Center, 741 Bassett Rd.

Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2-5:30 p.m.
Benefits of Wine and Chocolate Health Fair
Don’t miss a unique health and wellness fair where the focus will be 
wine and chocolate. From 2:30-3 p.m., there will be presentations 
on the health benefits of wine and chocolate by the Cleveland Clinic 
and Visiting Nurse Association. A variety of health and wellness 
vendors, as well as wine and chocolate merchants, will be on hand 
from 2:30-5 p.m. Free and open to the public.
Gardens at Westlake, 27569 Detroit Rd., Westlake

Wednesday, Sept. 10, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
How to Use Zoom
During this presentation, Northeast Ohio Personal Computer Club will 
be talking about voice and video over the Internet. Although Skype is 
still the best known, this presentation will explore the service Zoom. 
The overall use of video chatting will be discussed with a focus on 
the benefits to seniors. Come at 6:30 p.m. for refreshments; program 
starts at 7 p.m. For more info, go to www.neopc.org.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Saturday, Sept. 13, noon-4 p.m.
Community Health Fair
Organized by a Westlake Scout working on his Eagle project, this 
event brings together medical professionals, hospital staff and 
medical service providers to educate the public about general health 
and wellness. There will be many kid-oriented activities including 
hula hoops, cornhole, nutritious snacks and other fun booths. Canned 
or boxed food accepted for the Redeemer Hunger and Crisis Center. 
Free and open to the public.
St. Paul Lutheran Church, 27993 Detroit Rd., Westlake

Saturday, Sept. 13, 7 p.m.
Dover Music Series Free Concert: Les Délices
Polished, expressive and dynamic performances of masterpieces 
and little-known works from the French Baroque using period 
instruments. The group’s name conveys their approach to the music 

of this era: a delight, a fine delicacy, sumptuous and exciting.
Dover Congregational UCC, 2239 Dover Center Rd., Westlake

Sunday, Sept. 14, 6 p.m.
Bay Village Community Band Concert – Scholastic Tribute
Treat yourself to an evening of academic favorites and fight songs 
to celebrate the beginning of the new school year! Come and enjoy 
FREE live music in a family-friendly atmosphere.  Please note the 
earlier start time.
Cahoon Park Gazebo, Bay Village

Monday, Sept. 15, 7-8:45 p.m.
Candidates’ Night
Nan Baker and Todd LeVeck, candidates for Ohio House of 
Representatives District 16, along with candidates for Cuyahoga 
County Council District 1, Dave Greenspan and Mark Szabo, will 
participate in a non-partisan forum. This evening is sponsored by the 
Bay Village, Fairview Park, Rocky River, and Westlake/North Olmsted 
chapters of the League of Women Voters, Greater Cleveland. The 
event is free and open to the public.  
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Wednesday, Sept. 17, 6:30-8:45 p.m.
OGS, Cuyahoga West Chapter Meeting
Guest speaker will be Dr. Judith Cetina, director of the Cuyahoga 
County Archives. The public is invited, at no cost. Program starts at 7 
p.m. Social time, with refreshments, from 6:30-7 p.m.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Saturday, Sept. 20, 9-11 a.m.
Women of Westshore Monthly Meeting
Rescheduled from Sept. 6. Women in politics supporting our Republican 
leaders by having fun, networking and supporting our communities 
with amazing events. We have many upcoming opportunities that will 
take some brainstorming using our women’s point of view. 
Panera, 19705 Center Ridge Rd., Rocky River

Take your company to the next level. 
Through our Consulting Services for Startups, 
Growing Businesses and Non-Profits.

440.363.5800  www.parkeastgroupinc.com
1991 Crocker Road, Suite 600, Westlake

Type:  Century  Goth icAchieve 
More. 
On Time. 
On Budget.


